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Preface

This report was prepared for the Campaign to Abolish Torture in Vietham, a group that advocates
for humane treatment of detainees and prisoners in Vietnam and elimination of the practice of
torture and other abuses in Viethamese prisons and places of detem.

The report was researched and written by Sara Colm, a specialist on human rights issues in
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former detainees and prisoners from Vietham were conducted b8ara Colm and Asidased field

staff of Boat People SOS (BPSOS), abdSed nongovernmental organization that works on human

rights, refugees, and related humanitarian matters, with a particular focus on Vietnam. The report

was reviewed and edited by Ngugn Dinh Thang executive directorand CEGf BPSOS, and Grover

Joseph Rees, a former law professor, judge, diplomat, and United States government official who

has extensive experience in human rights and refugee law and practices.

We would like to gratefuly acknowledge the following organizations and individuals who
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Association of Con Dau Parishioners, Boat People SOS (BPSOS), Coalition to Abolish Mddgrn

Slaveryin Asia (CAMSA Khmer Krom Foundation, Montagnard Human Rights Organization,

Montagnard Refugee Organizatioguyen Kim Dien Priests Groupandthe Human Rights

Defenders Network VETO!

Finally, wewould like to express our appreciation to the formerprisoners and detainees who
shared with us their accounts of the abuses they suffered, and the courageous activists, human
rights defenders, and bloggers in Vietham who alerted us to rights violations, including incidents of
torture and police brutality.

CoverPhoto: Prison Cells at the Hanoi HiltonKloa Lo Prison), Hanoi, VietnamAlso known as

Hanoi Central Prison, Hoa LéThe Oven)was built in 1896 by French colonists, who incarcerated

Vietnamese political prisoners there. During the 1960s and 19&) it held US prisoners of war, who
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criminals. After most of the prison was demolished inhe 1990sto make way for commercial

development (the gatehouse was lefas a museum), the prison was moved to Tu Liem district on

the outskirts of Hanoi, where it is now known as Detention Center No. 1
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baton and kicked me in the kidneys with their boots until | was bleeding inside and

blood was coming out of my mouth. My face was swollen and | could not walk. When

| passed outthey poured water on me. Some days before | left the prison they

stopped beating me in the face to let the swelling die down.

GeEAT ) 1AEOR ) EAA OI AA AAOOEAA 100 i &# OEA POEOIT

T Vuong, a Viethamese democracy activist arrested in Cambodiaoaritl§ returned
to Vietnam, where he was imprisoned and tortured in An Giang Prison

0311 AGEI A0 OEAU OITE T U EAAA AT A PDOOEAA
until I was unconscious. Two people held my arms on each
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T Buddhist monk Kim Mug describing his torture during

interrogation at Soc Trang Prison

(rhe following methods of torture, which are used both to

force a confession from the prisoner and to persecute him

i 0O EAOh AOA OiI AAA ET 6EAOT Aih &£O11 1 £E
comparabletoAT U T OEAO OUOAT T EAAI OACEI 4
used at any office and do not require any traditional or

i OOAAOGAA O1 OOOOA Oii118 YO EO POAEAOAAT A
bit out of view of other curious victims.
O4EA OI OOOOA OiI 11 0O0h xHEeAdgnhWOA AT OE xEI Al

modernized, hard to find but always available, include sunshine,
pens, rulers, desks, chairs, floors, ceilings, windows, gloves,
slippers, leather boots, keys, key chains, padlocks, iron nails,
EAT AAOEEOh Al AAOOEA Adhdrhiiotrhe Al AAEEAAEOS8A
01 OO00AO86G

1 Democracy activist Nguyen Van Ly, a Catholic priest who is going into his 18th year behind bars

O0O0EOIT EO A Pl AARA xEAOA UI O AOA AAQ
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T Writer Tran Khai Thanh Thuy describing
conditions at Detention Center No 1 in Hanoi
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Introduction and Summary

GeKS {GFGS 2F £ASGYEY @ASga GKFG GKS AYLINR A
neither aimed at antagonizing them physically or mentally nor humiliating their

dignity. The main objective is to educate convicted persons to become good

OAGAT Sy aoé

? Report by Vietnam to the UN regarding its implementation of the

International Covenant o@ivil and Political RigHts

This report focuses on the systematic use of torture and other itteatment of people who
have been detained or imprisoned in Vietham for peacefully exercising their rights to
expression, association, assembly, religion, or political asylum/e examine the practice of
torture of detainees and prisoners during arrest and in police cusdy, during interrogation
and pre-trial detention, in prison after sentencing, and in administrative detention centers.
We also detail torture and abuse of refugees and asylum seekers, particularly those forcibly
returned to Vietnam after unsuccessfullyseeking asylum abroad.

, Ax AT £l OAAT AT O T £ZEAEAT O AAOOU 1 6O O1 OOO0OA Al
arrest, detention, and imprisonment, with the harshest abuses taking place during pteal

detention. The harsh and at times lifethreatening AT T AEOET 1 O ET 6EAOT Ai 80 ¢
detention centersalsoamount to cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, and in some

casesto torture.

This report is based on detailed interviews that we conducted with 60 former political and
religious prisoners anddetainees from Vietnanm? We found that all of them had been
subjected to torture? the deliberate infliction of severe mental and physical pain and
suffering? by police or prison officials during their interrogation in police custody or pre
trial detention. For the vast majority, the torture and abuse took placehile the detainee
was being detained incommunicado, and before he or slh&ad access to legal
representation, was brought before a judge, owas charged with any crime.

The practice of torture by polie and security forces in Vietnam is not only pervasive, it is a
systematic and intrinsic part of the investigation and interrogation phase of detention. It is
used by law enforcement officials to force the detainee to sign a confession or provide
informati on, to punish the detainee, or to intimidate the detaineand othersfrom engaging
in future acts of peaceful dissent or independent religious activity.

103 0pbPI Al AT GAOU 2ADPT 0O O1 OEA 3AATTA #1 01 60U 2ADPI 00
y I D1 AT AT OAOET ICCARRAE/NRINEZ01)24Add A 2Aprd 23, 2002.

2yT OEEO OADPI 06 xA OOA OEA OAOI ODPIi 1T EOGEAAI 10 OAlIEC
have beendetained or imprisoned for peacefully exercising their rights to freedom of expression,

assemby, association, religion, or political asylum.
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In a disturbing number of cases the torture and abuse is so severe that victims die in
detention or shortly after their early release from custody.

The Global Ban on Torture
G¢2NIdzZNBE A& 2yS 2F GKS Y2aild K2NNByR2dza @A 2f
Aa Fy FadaGroOl 2y GKS @OSNE SaaSyOoS 2F | LISNAE?Z2
T Navanethem Pillay)N High Commissioner fetuman Rights

For the purposes of this report, we follow the widely accepted definition of torture outlined
in article 1 of the UN Convention against Torture. It defines torture as the intentional
infliction of severe pain or suffering, whether physical ® mental, by a public official or
someone actingwithO OAE A1 cdnserEBBaikpediflid Qurpose, such as obtaining
information or a confession or intimidating, punishing, and coercing detainees.

The right to be free from torture is unequivocal ininternational human rights law. It is

enshrined as an absolute prohibition in customary international lavand in the Universal

Declaration of Human RightsAO x A1 1 AO ET 6 E A Gk dsigratory adbtteA AOU 1T A
UN Convention Against Torture and state party tothe International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights (ICCPIR®

Torture is also prohibited under Vietnamese lawss EAOT AT 6 0 #1171 OOEOOOEI T C«(

300 OAOAT OET ¢ 41 OOOOAq !'1T / PAOAOGEITT Al ' OEAA &£ O . AOE
High Commissioner for Human Rights, Association for the Prevention of Torture, and Asia Pacific

Forum of Naional Human rights Institutions, May 2010.

41 OOEAT A p 1T &£ OEA 5. #I1 1 gAdtudEredns ahCabtby which sdver©® OO O0A OO0A
pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes

as obtaining from him or a third person information or a confession, punishing him for an act he or a

third person has committed, or intimidating or coercing him or a third person, or for any reason

based on discrimination of any kind, when such pain is inflicted bgr at the acquiescence of a public

official or other person acting in an official capacity

5 Vietnam acceded to the ICCPR on September 24, 1982 and signed the Convention against Torture

and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment on November 7, 2013.

6 Other Vietnamese laws that prohibit torture are Decree 89/1998/NDCP (article8) and Regulations

on Democracy in Prisons Detention and Rehabilitation Centers under the Ministry of Public Security

(article 15).03 0B DI AT AT OAOU 2ApPTI 06 O1I OEA 3AATTA #1 01 60U 2,
6 EAOT AT 11 )i bl Al ATCORRIDE/NN/2001/2/AGIE AApn| 23#2002.FCdminal

Procedure Code, No. 19/2003/QH11 of November 26, 2004,

http://www.moj.go v.vn/vbpg/en/Lists/Vn%20bn%20php%20lut/View_Detail.aspx?IitemID=8236
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The prohibition of torture is absolute and can never be justified under any circumstances. It
appliesto all states regardless of their treaty obligations.Vietnam s therefore bound by

the inviolable global ban ontorture not only through human rights treaties and hyits own
constitution and laws, but also bycustomary international law.

Despite this, deainees in Viethan? common criminal suspects as well as political and
religious detainee® are regularly subjected to tortureand other forms of cruel, inhuman,
or degrading treatment.

Victims of Torture in Vietnam

Police brutality, including torture and fatal beatings of detainees, has been reported in all
regions of Vietham by the governmentontrolled media in Vietham, foreign media outlets,
western embassies, and international human rights organizationsviethamese and
international human rights organizations havedocumented the widespread practiceoy
police of mistreating, torturing, and even beating to death criminal suspects in temporary
custody in Vietnam, even those detained faninor crimes such as routinetraffic violations.8

This report focuses on the torture and mistreatment of people arrested for their peaceful
political and religious beliefs and practices, and does not cover the larger field of people
tortured in police custody after being arrested for common criminal offeses.

The victims of torture in detention include peacefulactivists who have beerarbitrarily
arrested and detainedfor activities such as
9 using the Internet to discuss democracy or criticize the government

9 distributing leaflets or hanging banners cding for democratic reforms or human
rights;

9 launching independent labor unions, newspapers, political parties, or human rights
organizations;

7 (The prohibition against torture and ill-treatment has risen to the level ofus cogensthat is, a

peremptory norm of international law. As such it is considered part of the body of ctemary

international law that binds all states, whether or not they have ratified the treaties in which the

prohibition against torture is enshrineA § 1 AT 2ECEOO 7AO0AEh O30EiIiiT AO
I 3AEACOAOA ' CAET OO0 akd:Niyd G RAdeThel TR&rReht ofPrisuners 3AA

Under International Law Oxford University Press, 2009, pagel; Office of the High Commissioner for

Human Rights (OHCHR), General Comment 24, 52nd session, Novendh&p94, para § and OHCHR,

General Comrment 20, 44th session, 10 March 2012, paras. 8, 14,.15

83 AAhRh &£ O AgAi Pl Anh 6EAOT Ai (OI AT 2ECEOO . AOx1 OEh 02

11,2013, and Oi AT 2ECEOO 7AOAEh O6EAOT Aidq 7EAAODPOAAA o011 I

September22, 2010. Police brutality, including torture and lethal beatings of detainees, has also been

covered by Vietnamese bloggers and nestate media such as Radio Free Asia and the BBC. Examples

include:O# AT E OAO (A . 1T E OAA1T E Olervite(Mateh 16,8013, Avdrigbh 6 " " # 6

10AT Ch O, AE OERIOGITTEC TAGAET EATAER AT h datign) RadicFeed O $ AAOE

Asia, January 23, 2013

2EQ
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1 participating in independent religious groups that are banned by the government, or
in officially -recognized reigious groups involved insocial justice movements
calling for land rights, civil rights, democratic reformsand religious freedom

I conducting peaceful protests calling for land rights, better pay and working o
conditions,P OT OAAQEIT T 1 £ a#ikdyty, All AOC HAIOCOE OD HEDT ADOGS
or religious freedom;and

9 attempting to seek protection and political asylum abroad because of their
persecution and mistreatment by Viethamese authorities on account of their
nonviolent religious or political beliefsand activities or membership in an ethnic
minority group.

Many of those arbitrarily arrested and tortured have then been sentenced to prison where
the abuses continue, including tortureggregiously harshconditions of detention, and

forced labor. They are convicted under Vietnamese laws that criminalize a range of peaceful
activities on the ground that they violate national security threaten public order, or
undermine Mational unitya

We estimate that more than 600 people are currently imprisoned ivietnam for peaceful
expression of their political and religious views2 They are dissenting intellectuals, human
rights defenders, land rights advocates, labor union organizers, environmental justice
activists, indigenous rights activists, bloggers, journalists, college students, and religious
freedom activists.

Because tortue plays an intrinsic role in the interrogation and investigation of political and

religious detainees during pretrial detention, it is more than likely that a substantial

i AET OEOU 1T £ 6EAOT A 60 DPOEOITAOO 1T £ AT 1T OAEAT AA
Arbit rary Arrest and Detention

6EAOT AT 80 OOA 1 £ 1 AOE tetaih,JandOdhichdvid@al$ arbittarilyd O A OO
for peaceful political and religious beliefs and practices is in violation of fundamental rights

enshrinedin international law, including the ICCPR to which Vietnam is a state par¥.

9This number is based on interviews with former prisoners and families of current prisoners, media
reports in the official state-controlled press in Vietham and by foreign news agencies, and reports by
the UN, foreign governments, NGOs, and independent human rights groups.

10 Since 2001, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD) has concludedid cases
submitted to it regarding Vietnam that individuals were arbitrarily detained and charged with

national security crimes under penal codes articles 79, 80, 87, 88, 89, and 258. WGAD has also found
that the Viethnamese Penal Code does not distinguisietween violent and peaceful acts in defining

Ol AGET T Al OAAOOEOGUG6 AOEI AOh xEEAE 1 AAT O OEAO AOOAOC
freedoms are arbitrary and in violation of international covenants to which Vietnam is a party. WGAD
regards deprivation of liberty as arbitrary when it results from the exercise of the rights or freedoms
guaranteed by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and international human rights covenants,
and failure to observe international fair trial norms and pratices gives the deprivation of liberty an

Torture and Abuse of Political and Religious Prisoners 10



Crimes against mtional security and public orderin the penal codeunder which peaceful
critics of the government are imprisonedinclude:

T AAOOUEIT C 1 OO0 AAOEOEOEAO AEI AROQGOA © BIAIO®D EjOA B
79);

OOPUEIT ¢C6 j AOOEAI A ymnan
001 AAOI ETET ¢ OEA PITEAU T & 1TAOEITAI O1EOQOUS
OAT 1 AGAOGET ¢ POI PACAT AA ACAET OO0 OEA 31 AEAI EC

""""""""" i AOOEAIT A ywan
OAAOOETI ¢ DOAI EA AEOI OAAOS j AOGEAT A ¢tuqgh A1l
OAAOQGOET ¢ #HehkdomsAOAZEAPAAAER DOAOOh AAI EAZEh OR
AOOT AE ArhiBge ©POT OEA ET OAOAOOO 1rE OEA 30A0AG

In other cases, dissidents have been arbitrarily arrested on unsubstantiated criminal

charges that are not defined as national security offenses, such as tax evasion inatrests

of democracy activists Nguyen Van Hai (Dieu Cay) and Le Quoc Quan, or asgatiie case

of dissident writer Tran Khai Thanh Thuy.
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51 AAO 6EAOT AI 80 OAAI ET EOOOAOEOA AAOGAT OEIT6 1 Ax
unsanctioned religious groups, and others considered threats to social order or public

safety can be arbitrarily detainedwithout trial for two -year renewable terms in re

education camps Co So Giao Dur CSGD), where they are required tperform forced labor

and fulfil production quotas in plantations, factories, and workshops. Administrative

detention laws have also beenised to involuntarily commit religious and political

dissidents to mental hospitals or compulsorily detain them in Social Protection

CentergTrung Tam Bao Tro Xa Haj)n the groundthat they pose a threat to public security

or social order.

Incommunicado Detention and Solitary Confinement

The detention of many political and religious dissidents in Vietnam starts with their arrest
and abduction by policeand thenwith their disappearance.Many of the former detainees

we interviewed said that for days, weg&s, even months after their arrest their families had

no idea where they were, and in some cases did not even know that they had been arrested.

Police routinely prohibit detainees from informing their families that they have been
arrested and where they ae being detained. In response to queries from family members,

AOAEOOAOU AEAOAAOAO8 O02ADPI 00 1T £ OEA 51T EOAA . AGEITO
6 EAOT Aiho $AAAT AAO ¢ph pwwth 5. Al A %T#.81Tpwwuvlop]
Group on Arbitrary Detenton at its sixty-fourth session, 27031 August 2012, No. 27/2012 (Viet

. Al gqhoe (O Al 2ECEOO #1 O1T AEl 71 OEEITC "O1I 0P 11 1! OAEOC(
November 13, 2012.

1ug OOET ¢ ¢mpoh AAOEOEOOO ET 6EAOT Al kth®dl AEAA O$AAI AC
Cl OAOT 1 AT 660 OOA T &£ 1TAOQGETT Al OAAOOEOU 1 AxOh DPAOOEAC(
dissidents. See Penal Code of Vietham (No. 15/1999/QH10), passed by the National Assembly of the

Socialist Republic of Vietnam omecember 21, 1999 Ministry of Justice website,

http://moj.gov.vn/vbpa/en/Lists/Vn%20bn%20php%20lut/View Detail.aspx?ltemID=610
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Ppi 1 EAA T £OAT AAT U ETT xI AACA T &£ OEA PAOOI T8O AA
AAT 60 OEA AARAOAET AA8O xEAOAAAT OOOG8 4EEO I AU Al
offense under international law, including the ICCPR to which Vietnam is a state part.

Political and religious detainees are routinely held in detention incommunicado, denied all

contact with the outside world. They are prohibited access to legal counsel, medi care,

and family visits. Most are alssubjected toprolonged solitary confinement during the

initial investigatory phase of their detention, which lasts from several weeks to more than
one year. During this time they are not brought before judicial authorities

Holding detainees incommunicado and in solitary confinemenwithout judicial approval
removes them from the protection of legal and judicial oversight and puts their life and
safety at serious risk. Incommunicado detention also violates the prohibitionf@rbitrary
arrest or detention provided in the ICCPR (article 9)3

These practices not only facilitate and perpetuate the torture of detainees, but in
themselvescan be forms of torture or cruel, inhumanor degrading treatment.Prisoners
subjected to soitary confinementfor prolonged or indefinite periods, or for arbitrary
reasons,routinely suffer serious and longlasting mental and physical effects

Methods of Torture

Political and religious detainees are most at risk of being tortured while being heid pre-

trial detention. During interrogation sessions, which can take place at any time of day or
night, political and religious detainees in Vietnam are subjected to a number of different
forms of torture by police and prison officials. They are beaten ith truncheons, belts and
leather sandals, boxed on the ears until they bleed, slammed against concrete walls, kicked
with military boots, and shocked with electric batons.

12 An enforced disappearance is defined under ik OT AOET 1 A1 1 Ax AO OOEA AOOAOOI
abduction of an individual by state authorities or their agents followed by a refusal to acknowledge

the deprivation of liberty or by concealing the fate or whereabouts of the person, which places the

personoutE AA OEA DOl OA Edeitibn afaifist Enforted IDidapm@adrance, adopted

September 23, 2005, E/CN.4/2005/WG.22/WP.1/Rev.4 (2005), art. 2.

B4EA 5. 3PAAEAI 2ADPI OOAOO i1 471 OOOOA OOAOAA ET A g
practicedAOGOET ¢ ET ATl i1 OT EAAAT AAOAT OEiT 1 hd xEEfiidn EA OAE,
Au OEA 5. #1111 EOOEIT 11 (01 AT 2ECEOO OOAOAA OEAO Of

facilitate the perpetration of torture and can in itself constitute a form otruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or even torture." In a 1994 resolution, the UN Committee on Human Rights noted that
prolonged solitary confinement may amount to acts prohibited by the Convention against Torture.
Report of the Special Rapporteur on th question of torture submitted in accordance with
Commission resolution 2002/38, UN Doc. E/CN.4/2003/68, Decembet7, 2002, para.26(g),pp 10
11; UN General AssemblylTorture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment:
note by the Secretry-Genera) July 28, 2008A/63/175 ; OHCHR, General Comment 20, 44th session,
March 10, 2012, paas. 8, 14, 15.
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Some have their heads forcibly submerged in water during interrogation, or are foed to
drink soapy water and then punched in the stomach.

Others are injected with drugs that cause permanent memory loss and make them numb,
weak, and unable to speak and think clearly.

Detainees describe being hung up by their handcuffed wrists to theiting or the upper
ledge of a window while being beaten with batons or shocked with electric rods. One man
was forced to crawl on his knees on rough gravel with a piece of prickly fruit on his back,
while balancing a piece of wood on his upraised arms.woman was burned by a piece of
heated metal placed against her leg, leaving a thréech scar.

Many are forced to maintain uncomfortable positions, such as sitting, squatting, lying down
with arms and legs raised, or standing on one letpr long periods o time.

Others describe how police insert writing pens between their fingers and then tightly tie
their hand with a rope, squeezing and crushing the fingers; or set two legs of a chair on the
AAOAET AAGO mi T 60 AT A OEAT OmQetdinte. OEA AEAEO xEEI

In addition to physical abuse, police and prison authorities in Vietnam use various types of
psychological techniques, some clearly amounting to torture, on detainees. These include
isolation, threats, sexual humiliation, stress positions, deaal of natural light, water torture,
forced renunciation of faith, and erratic scheduling of interrogation sessions. Political and
religious detainees have also been subjected to compulsory commitment to mental
institutions and pharmacological manipulation(forced medication), which are also
considered forms of psychological torture.

Several former detainees reported abuses that took place after they were forced to strip
naked, such as guards standing on their legs and arms, attaching plastic bottldedilwith
water to the penis, shooting rubber bands at theenis, using electric shock to inflict pain on
the groin and genitals, and conducting humiliating, invasive body searches.

One man, whose young child was with him when police arrested and torturedrh, told us:

O4EA x1 000 PAOO xAO -geaErdIdsodta éton nElaptheledtireitirie, OE OA A
AOGAT OEIT OCE EA xAO AOUET ¢ OTATT OOT 11 AAIU8O
Detention Conditions Amounting to Torture

#1 1 AEOET 1O ET 6EAOT Ai 60 DPOE OhddéyradingAndAfe®O AT OET 1
amount to ill treatment and even torture.

During the initial investigatory part of their detention, more than halfof the former
prisoners we interviewed were held in isolation cells.

Many spend this period of solitary confinement ircomplete darkness, while others become
sleep deprived because the lights are never turned offome are shackled with leg irons
fastened to a steel bar 24 hours a day for months at a time; others are shackled just at night.

13 Campaign to Abolish Torture in Vietnam January 2014



One former detainee spent closéo a year in a dark cell at B34 Detention Center Baigon
including three months with his legs shackledd) xAO OEAAEI AA ¢t EIi OOO A
barexceptwhenE AU O T E [ A T O CGuofitod uN@cAuldiGrtyisit downC h 6
leaning agains the wall with my legs stretched outd

Detainees in isolation are not provided bedding, blanket®r mosquito nets but must sleep
on the concrete floors of the cells which are freezing in winter anextremely hot in

summer. Meals, which are shoved througa small opening in the door, consist of rice and
vegetables. During this time, most detainees remain in the clothes in which they were
arrested or are stripped down to their underwear. A squat toilet or a bucket in the cell
serves as a toilet. For mosthe only time they leave these cells during the investigation
period is when guards take them out for interrogation. This can happen at any time of day
or night. Medical care is rarely provided.

Cuongdescribed the dark isolation cell where he was held foone year at B34

L o1 a IAGSY (o2 ftAGSNR 2F 6FGSNI I RI&d aStk
with salt; no vegetables, sometimes just broth. There was an uncovered bucket
in the room for excrement.

Ge¢KIFGQa 6KSNB L | (GS Ilc¥dReddnt &lgdioncdFaavddkl &SI NI ¢
Insects were suckingmy blood/ 2 i 2dza il Y2alf’dzA G254 odzi f A0S«

After the initial investigation period ends, the prisoner is usually moved out of solitary

confinement and transferred to a group cell together with common crimials. Conditions in

group cells are overcrowded, filthy, and airless, and not much better than in solitary. Air is

provided by small narrow slats in the concrete walls, near the ceiling. Food is provided

through a window in the door. Conditions routinely fal to meet even minimum

international standards in regard to cell size, lighting, heating, sanitation, medical care,

ventilation, and contact with the outside world.

After detainees are tried and convicted under laws and in closed trials that violate

inter national human rights standards, they are then sent to remote prisons, often far from
their families, where they are forced to conduct backbreaking and sometimes hazardous
jobs.

The physical abuse often continues in the prisons, though usually to a lessiegree than

during pre-trial detention. Beatings are carried out by prison guards, as well dg prisoners

xET AAO AO AAI T OAT OO Bedguahds iAstigaté mdiract, @ @lBwxé T AOO  x
carry out beatings. The physical effects of the abusee multiplied by lack of adequate

14 Interview with Cuong January 18, 2008.
15 Interview with Cuong January 18, 2008.
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medical care and food, poor sanitation, overcrowded celland a grueling regime of daily
forced labor.

Once a political or religious prisoner is releasede or she isthen placed under several
years of administrative pobation, a form of house arrest in which freedom of movement,
ability to work, and other civil liberties are tightly restricted.

Forced Labor

All convicted prisoners in Vietnam, as well as detainees in4@ducation camys, are required
to work eight hours a day without pay primarily doing agricultural and manufacturing
work .

Manual labor is obligatory for convicted prisoners in Vietham, regardless of whether they

EAOA AAAT OA1T OAT AAA &£ O Pi 1l EOEAAI AT A OAIECEI O
Convention on the Abolition of Forced Labor (No. 105), which prohibits forced or

compulsory labor of prisoners convicted of political offenses or because of racial, social,

national, or religious discrimination.16 Viethamese political and religious prisoners who

have tried to protest forced labor requirements have been harshly punished.

The use of forced labor by detainees in reducation camgs (and drug detention centers)
also violates ILO Convention No. 29. Raefl by Vietnam in 2007, the convention prohibits
the use of forced labor by detainees who have not been convicted in a court of law.

Those unable to meet forced labor quotas, even due to iliness or fatiguas well as those
who raise concerns about prison anditions and mistreatment of prisoners are punished
by being put in isolation in dark cells for weeks or even months at a time.

Perpetrators of Torture

Torture and mistreatment of political and religious detaineesand prisonersis primarily
carried out by law enforcement officials under the authority ofthe Ministry of Public
known as V26, now General Department VIII). They includ&ison officials, wardens, and
guards, & well asprovincial, district, commune, and municipal police officers

In two of the cases we document in this report, torture was carried out by soldiers on
military basesunder the authority of the Ministry of Defense In these cases, Cambodians
accusal of helping Vietnamese Montagnarasylum seekers in Cambodia were arrested in
Cambodia and handed over to the Viethamese provincial chief of Border Security in Gia Lai
province, Vietnam. They were then sent to two different military bases in Gia Lai, wher
they were interrogated and tortured for several days.

16 The ILO Convention on theAbolition of Forced Labor(No 105) prohibits forced or compulsory

labor for prisoners, even if convicted in a court of law, for those imprisoned as punishment for
holding or expressing political views or views ideologically opposed to the established political,
social or economic syste or imprisoned as a means of racial, social, national or religious
discrimination. (Article 1). ILO Convention on the Abolition of Forced Labor (No 105), Article 1, 1957.
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In some cases torture is carried out in prisons and detention centers by inmates or
detainees authorized by police and prison officials to carry out beatings of political and
religious prisoners.

Torture is also carried out by members of the civil defense forcesdn phong, a voluntary
security force under the authority of village People's Committee officials that often
collaborates with local police.

Places of Torture

Torture of political and religious detainees and prisoners is carried out in a range of
detention facilities throughout Vietham. The 60former prisoners and detainees we
interviewed, all of whom had been subjected to torture, provided detailed descriptions
about their treatment in 43 different prisons, jails, police lockups, bader police stations,
detention centers, and reeducation camps; two military detention centersand one
psychiatric hospital. These facilities were located in 20 different provinces and
municipalities throughout Vietnam.

In Saigon(Ho Chi Minh City) political and
religious detainees are sent to B34
Detention Center, operated by the Ministry
of Public Security (MPS) Security
Investigation Department or to detention
centers underthe oversight of the municipal
police such as Phan Dang Luu Police
Detention Center or Chi Hoa Prison and
Police Detention Center.

In Hanoi, they may be sent to MPS Detentior
Center B14 (Thanh Liet) or to Detention
Center No. 1 (Tu Liem), operated by the
municipal police in Tu Liem district of Hanoi.

Dissidents arrested in provinces far from Hanoi oSaigonare often detained in provincial
prisons or police detention centers for pretrial investigation and interrogation, sometimes
with the participation of MPS officials from Hanoi.

National prisonsunder MPS General Department Vithat have designated sedbns for
convicted political and religious prisoners, where they are sometimes held together with

common criminals, include: Nam Ha Prison in Ha Nam province, Prison No. 5 in Thanh Hoa,

Xuan Phuoc (A20) Prison in Phu Yen, Xuan Loc (Z30A) Prison in Dong, Nau Duc (Z30D)
Prison in Binh Thuan, Prison No. 6 in Nghe An, and Xuyen Moc (T345) Prison in BaVRiag
Tau.

Torture and Abuse of Political and Religious Prisoners 16



Political and religiousdissidents have also beerarbitrarily detained without trial in re -
education camps(Co So Giao Duc, or CSGD), includiaty ReEducation Camp in Phu Yen,
Ayun Pa ReEducation Camp in Gia LaDac Tan ReEducation Camp in Dak Lalkgnd Thanh
Ha ReEducation Camp in Vinh Phuc

Lack of Due Process and Legal Safeguards

Essential safeguards amjnst torture in pre-trial detention, such as the right to legal
representation and limits on incommunicado detentiondo not exist for most political and
religious prisoners in Vietnam. In addition, detainees are rarely brought before a judge until
the day of their trial, denying them the right to challenge the lawfulness of their detention

or their treatment, including torture, in custody.

Many of the basic safeguards against torture and other abuses of detainees are enshrined in
the ICCPRto which Vietnam is a party.It protects the rights of people deprived of their
liberty, including the right to prompt access to legal advice and a fair trial.

Instead of conforming to these agreed standards 6 EAOT Ail 6 0 EOAEAEAI OUOO,
by arbitrary arr est; lengthy pre-trial detention ; incommunicado detention lack of

presumption of innocence during court proceedings, where evidence is often lacking or

fabricated; denial of access to defense lawyerand politically-based judicial decisions.

Trials of political and religious dissidents are usually closed to the publiand toforeign
journalists, and sometimes even to family member#® Montagnard activist,arrested after
participating in a protest for religious freedom and land rights told us about his tial, in
which three other Montagnards were also tried:

aL ol a GF1Sy o6& OFNJIFTNRBY ¢uHn tNRazy (2 GKS
AG WLINAGEFGS GNARALFE ®Q 90Sy Yeé FrYAf@ RARYQl |
streett they were afraid if peopledew about the trial, they would have a

demonstration.During the trial, a lot of police surrounded the court room.

Inside, there were only police and judges, no members of the public or

members of my family.

G2 KSy GKS GNARIFE 61 aYROENESI&KSEt APFIKENIE SOR S
sentenced to five years, but they did not tell the reason why.

G¢eKSe 3IFLPYS YS | O2L® 2F GKS AYRAOGYSydGsz o dzi
G2 1L blFY¥Y t NAR&ZYy DE

Political and religious detainees are not informed of their right to request a lawyer, with

most lacking any legal representation during their interrogation and investigation.

Only one of the60 former political and religious prisoners we interviewed hadlegal
representation present during interrogation, although this right is provided for in the
ICCPR andh 6 E A O1CAmidaldProcedure Codes

17 Interview with Montagnard activist Yen Charlotte, North Carolina, January 17, 2@L
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Defendants who are aware of the right to request a lawyer and who are willing to
withstand pressure and even migreatment by prison authorities for doing s may be
assigned a lawyer during their trial, though usually not one they have chosdviany former
political and religious detainees told us that they were simply told by prison officials that
they could not havea lawyer.

One young activist told us she never saw a court official or a lawyer during her nine months

of incommunicadodetention at B34 Detention Center irSaigo8 O4 EA P11 EAA AEEAE
xAOT 60 AT T T xAA A 1 AxUAOhS6 OtthduseOnhrBvAsa givenanyx A0 T AO
DADPAOO 1I1T OAI AAOAS8O

Lack of Transparency and Independent Monitoring
One of the most effectiveoreventive measures against tortureaccording to the Special
Rapporteur against Torture is regular and unannounced inspection of @ices of detention.

The Vietnamese government does not allow UN experts or international human rights
organizationswho focus oncivil and political rights to monitor and report on rights

violations in Vietnam!® Prisonsand political and religious detainee are particularly off

limits. Vietnamese citizens who gather information about political and religious prisoners

do so at great risk of harsh reprisals from the authorities. Vietnamese known to have

provided information to human rights organizations or faeign media face detention and

Ei POEOITI AT O OEAI OAI OGAO 11 TAOEITAI OAAOOEOU A
6EAOT AT 60 DPOEOTT O AT A AAOAT Odedldd sydtdns. &kceptiori DAOAO
the occasional sanitized and orchestrated tour for donors, diplomat and members of the

Vietnamese state mediagutsiders are not allowed to visit prisons and detention centers,

andthey are certainly not allowed to conduct confidential interviews with prisoners orto

document conditions and abuses that take place therBuring the rare visits by UN human

rights experts and foreign diplomats to Vietnamese prisons, Vietnamese authorities prevent

them from meeting freely and privately with religious and political prisoners.

18 Article 58 of the Criminal ProcedureCodeprovides that defense counsel shall participate during

each stage of criminal proceeding®espite this, lawyers are not present in 80 percent of all court

EAAOET CO ET 6EAOI Al R A Ad judidetih IgungXiuong. Erfn®al Rrocddore - ET E OO /4
Code, No. 19/2003/QH11 of November 26, 2004.

19 From 1998 until 2009 the government of Vietnam allowed no visits by UN special procedures,

AAOPEOA OADPAAOAA OANOAOGOO AT A OEA sbhe@Qw®y, GetdarE 6 EAOT Al
has allowed a number of UN experts focusing primarily on social or economic rights to make

carefully-controlled visits to the country. Vietham still does not allow such visits by UN rapporteurs

whose portfolios focus on core civil ad political rights such as religious freedom, arbitrary

detention, human rights defenders, and freedom of expression.
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6EAOT AT 80 EOAEAEAIT O UéendAvith miidally sehddivelrials AAEO OOAT
routinely closed to the public and foreign media representatives, and official documents

such as indictments, verdicts, and other judicial decisions often not made available to

defendants or their legal representatve.

A closed system is a recipe for human rights violationtncommunicado detention of
religious and political detaineesnot only facilitates torture but also shields such practices
from public scrutiny. Prison authorities, guards, even inmates themselgsknow they can
carry out beatings and mistreatment of prisoners with impunity, out of view of journalists,
diplomats, UN experts, and international rights monitors. In the same way, police and
judicial officials know they can routinely violate due processnd international fair trial
standards if the public does not know about it.

6EAOT AT 3O 1 Ax0O ¢I1 OAOT Eiaeténdon, Brid nArcdimedtd OOT AUh DO
provide for detainees and inmates to file complaints if they are subjected to abuses in

custody.None of the60 political and religious prisoners with whom we spokehad

succeeded in lodginggomplaints abouthis or her unlawful detention, torture , or

mistreatment in custody. To the contrarythe fewwho did raise complaints or asked for

legal representation were often harshly disciplined.

While the Vietnamese state mediaavereported on a small number of police officials who
have been disciplined for mistreating and torturing people detained for crinal offenses,
we are aware of no such steps taken against those who have tortured political argigious
detaineesand prisoners.20 For this reason, torture of political and religious detainees in
Vietnam continues to be carried out with impunity.

Summary of Recommendations

We recommend that the Vietnamese government enact strict prohibitions against all forms
of torture and other cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment and vigorously enforce these
prohibitions, including by:

1 Prosecutingpublic officials and employees who engage or acquiescetorture and
ill treatment of detainees and prisoners;

1 Endingincommunicado detention,prolonged solitary confinement,forced labor,the
OOA 1T £ OOAOGAI AT 6O AT A OAT T1rimbdaddieghli 06 ABOOAAC
proceedings,and other practices thatencourage orfacilitate torture;

200necasein which authorities investigated the custodial death of an inmate convicted on common

criminal charges (not national securitycharges)was the April 2012 beating deattof a prisoner by

two guardsat A2 Prison in Khanh Hoa province. After an internal police investigation the guards

were dismissed from the police force and expelled from the Communist Party of Vietnam. The two

menwere subsequently sentenced to prison terms of five and four years after a trial in September

¢mpg8 5838 $APAOCOIAT O 1T &£ 30A0AR O6EAOT Al ¢mpg (OI Al
Rights Practices for 2012, April 19, 2013.
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1 Repealng laws that penalize peaceful exercise of the rights to freedom of
expression, association, assembly, and religion; and

1 Allowing unhindered access to placesfaetention by United Nations monitors,
independent human rights organizationsattorneys, medical personneland family
members of detainees, and others whose presence would deter torture.

1 Promptly ratifying the U.NConvention against Torture (CA&and sigring and ratifyng
the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture@2{), a treaty that
supplements CAT and strengthens its preventive maftate.

We also recommend that the United Nationsand VieA | 6 O AAOAT T i AT O PAOOT A
particularly th e governments of democratic countries, take measures that will provide
strong incentives to the Viethamese government to implement such reforms.

Our full recommendations are set forth in detail in Section IV of this report.

Methodology

The findings in this report are based on research conducted between 2008 and 2013- In
depth interviews were conducted with60 former religious and political prisoners and
detainees,the majority of whom had been released from custodwithin five yearsof their
interview with us . Unless interviewees specifically requested that they be named, to protect
their safety wereplaced their names withpseudonymsin this report and in some cases
withheld other identifying information about them.

Those we interviewedincluded members of opposition political parties, democracy

activists, religious freedom activists, members of ethnic minority groups, human rights

1 AxUAOOh 1 AT A OECEOO AAOEOEOOOh x1 OEAOOS OECEO
publishers. In addition to Kinh (ethnic Viethamese)people, we interviewed members of

ethnic minority groups, including Montagnards Bahnar,Jarai, Ede, Koho, Lach), Hmong,

and Khmer.

We also reviewed detailed statements, letters, memaoirs, and interview transcripfsom
another 34 prisoners and detainees that were written in prison or upon their release.

21 With the aim of preventing torture, Op-CAT creates enforcement mechanisms to protect prisoners

and detainees from torture and cruelty. It provides for independent monitoring and oversight of

prisons and detention sites by both international and domestic monitoring bodies. UN Gaaé

Assembly,O/ DOET T Al 001 O1T ATl OI OEA #1171 O0AT OEIT ' CAET OO 4
$ACOAAET C 40AAOGI AT O 1O 001 EOEI AT ORG ' T2%3TuxTpwwh *
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Other sources we consulted included official Vietnamese government documents, including
indictments, arrest papers, prison release papers, internal memanda circulated by
government ministries and the Communist Party of Vietham, and government directives
and laws.

We also drew from a number of secondary sources including news articles from the
Vietnamese state press and international media; reports by UN agencies,dign
governments, funding partners, and nongovernmental organizations (NGOsnd academic
studies, books, and articles.

To obtain the perspective of the Viethamese governmenwe sent a letterto the Vietnamese
recommendationsand asking what actions the government was taking or would consider
taking to address the concerns documented in the reporThe letter, sent by fax on
December 10, 2013was copied to the Viethamese Permanent Reesentative to the United
Nations andthe Viethamese Ambassador to the United StatdSor a copy of this
correspondence, see AppendiR.

The VietnamesegoO A OT | AT O 6 Osparénédyénd iks Apd3iGoA bf constraints on
independent human rights researchers and monitorsnade it difficult to conduct in-country
research Despite these restrictions, we believe that the findings of this repodccurately
reflect the facts.We hopethat in the future the government of Vietnam will enable research
and inquiry into human rights practice® and in particular into conditions in prisons,
detention centers, and policdockups? without restriction or sanction.

21 Campaign to Abolish Torture in Vietnam January 2014
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Il. Findings

d h FF A O StRorkihgynPpriséng Jand] detention and rehabilitation centers
are strictly prohibited to commit any acts of torture or infringement upon the
RAIyAlGe 2F RSGIFIAYySSaoé

8 Report by Vietnam to the UN regarding its implementation of the IECPR

Despite Vietnand O T Al ECAOEIT 1 O O AAEAA Au OEA cii AAl A
widespread in Vietham. Peoplarrested for their political and religious beliefs, or for trying

to seek asylum abroad, faceystematictorture and physical and mentalabuse at each stage

of their arrest, detention, and imprisonment.

SECTION 1Abuses during Arrest and Police Custody
Many detainees are beaten upon arrest by
police or during transit to the police
station. Those involved in unauthorized 2
protests or religious gatherings are subject | L7 '
to beatings and excessive use of force by
police seeking to disperse tk gatherings
and carry out arrests.

Tran Thanh Vietwas among 60 Con Dau
parishioners beaten and arrested on May

.. . . On May 4, 2010, gice blocled a funeral procession in Con D
4. 2010 for pamC'patmg in a funeral Parish, Da Nanaarresting and beating dozens of peopRhoto:
procession and protest march to a Asianews
cemetery located on disputed land in Da
Nang. He described his arrest:

G¢eKSe dzaSR St SOUNRO NRBR& FYyR oFlG2ya G2 oSt
body. They kicked me in the stomach and my sides with their boots. | became

unconscious. They handcuffed me and four policemen dragged me on the

ground while still beating méhey dragged me about 500 meters to the police

truck that was waiting there. They lifted me off the ground and threw me into

the truck like an animal. They drove me to the police station of Cam Le district.

When we arrived, | did not have the strength talwon my ownThey

continued to drag me and beat me as they pulled me aldihngy stepped on my

c‘>
i

_Ol

pbl Ai ATl OAoUu 2ADPi 00 OiF OEA 3AATTA #1 01 00U 2ADPIi OC
) 1 AT AT OAQET ICCARE/NINEZ001)24Ad0 A 2Apri 23, 2002.
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feet which made me stumble and fall down on my knees. They told me that |
KIR G2 gl t1 SBSy AT L O2dA R y20d¢
Dach A [ AT AAO 1T £ OEA 0 AénEitiLdunistoyanizdtionthat®eOU j 0! O
joined in Cambodia, was abducted by police in Poipet, Cambodia and deported to Vietnam.
He described his treatment in the van that took him to the Cambodidietnam border
crossing at Bavet and then on to Vietnam:

Ghy GKS gte& G2 .1 @Stz GdKS& o0SIG YS Ay GKS ¢
elbows, beating me everywhere on my body. My face was bloody and | passed
out. They beat me so bad I could not walk.

a!'d . @Stz S@OSNE2yS OF YS ds@poleedneribeay S® ¢ KNE S
YS 6AGK GXKSANI KIyRa®dé

Beatings in Local Police Stations

The beatings continue during the first several days in police custody at the local police

station, jail, orlockup, when most political and religious detainees are held incommunicia
and denied any contact with family members or a lawyer.

Con Dau parishionefTran Thanh Vietdescribed his interrogation at Cam Le district police
station on May 4 and 5, 2010:

&
(s}

G5dzNAY 3 Y& AYy(dISNNERIF GA20nE satib&SNIBM meS NE  § KN
writing down what | was sayinghe other two stood on each side of me and

continuously beat me with electric rods and batons from my head down to the

rest of my body.

G¢KSe 1 AO1 S RandsiomacHwitlibbotsakhd@kKing me unconscious

for 10 to15 minutesWhen | came around, they continued to beat me and

punched me in the face with their fists so hard that my nose started bleeding

and there was a puddle of blood in front . However, they still continued to

beat me.

G¢KSe T2 NDStR chafe dai BorkingRaitH péople outside the
country to organize and incite protests against the governme&hey accused
me of accepting money from overseas to organize and incite protests inside the
country.¢ KS@ G2f R YSI WLT obhages, wedvil geatjoutkoRY A G G2 0
RS FPKdQE
Police continued to interrogateand beat him the next morning:

Gaé KIyRa ¢SNB KI yheyuded an&lBctrid rad taisKoSk m@ K | A NJIp
on my neck, and a club and baton to beat the rest of my body. They codtinue
to use their boots to kick me in my higgdes and stomach. When the two

2z Interview with Con Dau parishioner Tran Thanh VietSepember 1, 2011. o
) 1T OAOOGEAx xEOE A& Oi Aénbé Bdo psedddnPm) lodatdiviithheld, AugustU
4, 2008.

25 Interview with Con Dau parishionefTran Thanh Viet September 1, 2011.
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policemen were tired from beating me, there would be two other policemen to

take their place and continue to beat me.

G5dzNAYy3I GKS FANRG 6SS1z (el waes NI dzZNBR YS |y
bloody, black and blue.

GL (GK2dzaAKG F2NJ adzNB L gta y2ad 32Ay3 (2 &dNT

Another Con Dau parishionerl.e Thanh Lam described his interrogation on May 4 and 5,
2010 at Cam Le district police station.

G ¢ KS NEB reg iSttt#Bgator& One of them pulled his belt out and flogged
me on the face. Another kicked me all over my body and used a stick to beat me
from the head down. | bled all over my body, which became swollen. When |
passed out, they poured cold water on fiace to wake me up, and then
proceeded to beat me again until 9 p.m. They then took me downstairs and
t2018R YS dzlJ Ay I OStf o6& veasStFo ¢KS& RAR
G¢KS ySEG Y2NYAYy3Is Fy2G0KSNI GKNBS AyGiSNNR3II
They aked me questions while beating me repeatedly. For every question that |
did not answer as they wanted, they punched me in the face and chest. They
forced me to denounce the inciters. In reality, there were nonenly acted
according to my religious faiind the bond among neighbors. They did not
FOOSLIi GKA&a yR 2fR YSY WwW2S gAaftf o0SIG &2dz
yearsmorel i YZ2&a0ioQé
Le Thanh Lamwas tortured for nine straight days. Three times police suddenly pulled him
out of his cell at 9pm to interrogate and beathim. He refused to sign a pravritten
document that he was not allowed to read until they threatened to arrest his siblings and
torture them also. On the tenth day he signed the document. He was then transferred to
Cam Le deteribn center, where the beatings continued.

In another caseXuan, a Montagnard(Ede) asylum seekerwas detained and tortured in

2008 after being escorted to the Vietnamese border from a Phnom Penh refugee camp by

UNHCR officials who had rejected his asylum claim. Upon return to Vietham he was held

overnight at Moc Bai border crossing and then transfeled to his home province of Dak Lak,

xEAOA DPOIT OET AEAT DPi1EAA AAOAET AAn ET OAOOI CAOAA
before allowing him to return to his home in Dak Lak. Less than two weeks later he was

arrested again and detained at the Dak Lakrpvincial police station, where he was held

incommunicado for a month in a small cell

Ghy Y& FANRG RIFI®d GKSNB L gl a y24d 3IAQGSYy FT22FK
confess to organizing the demonstrations [among refugees] in Cambodia. In
addition to beating me with their hands, their hastled shoes, and batons,

26 Interview with Con Dau parishionerLe Thanh Lam, November 2011.

Torture and Abuse of Political and Religious Prisoners 24



they used pincers to break my tmb nails and my big toe nails, one nail during
each interrogation. | was in much pain.

G! y2GKSNI GAYS GKS@ GASR I ¢6FGSNIo20GG€tS G2 v
without spilling water. This was a humiliating experience for me. Still, | did not
confesgo any other crimes.

GC2NJ 2@0SNJ I Y2y (iK L ¢ a-aft-§tiaRbythgge I aYl £ £ NRB 2
meters, made out of concrete. There were bars on top for ventilation and a hole
Fd GKS o02dd2Y 2F% (GKS gl tft F2NI gl aidSo¢

Beating Deaths in Police Custody

In some cases, police beatings of detainees during their first few days in custody result in
death 28 Police fatal beatings of politial and religious detaineeg none of whom had been
brought before a judge or charged with any crime include:

1 On March 17, 2013, Vam Ngaij Vaj (Hoang
Van Ngai) a Hmong Christian who was an
elder and leader of his church, was beaten
to death by police at Gidghia police
station in Dak Nong?® Although his head
and torso were bruised and battered,
pi 1 EAA OOI AA OEA AA
brother, who was detained in an adjacent
cell, stated that he heard the sound of

OEI 1 AT O AAAOGET ¢ mui |ME

Iater Sa.Wthat hIS brother WaSO A I I’ D i /&Fﬁn;ra} OI'I:.Hmong church leader Vam N'
limp as if he was dead, gone, purple marks| Vaj, who was beaten to death in police
i EEO2OED] AOSS custodyin Dak Nongn March 17, 2013.

1 In 2008, Dak Lakpolice arrested Y Ben Hdok and beat him to death in custody after
other Montagnards in his district tried to flee to Cambodia to seegolitical asylum.
After his arrest, his family was not allowed to visit him for three days, when police
told them to pick up his battered bodyAccording to his family, his head was bashed

27 Interview with Xuan (pseudonym) a Montagnard asylum seeker who was forcibly returnetb

Vietnamin 2008, June 29, 2012.

85838 $ADAOOI AT O T £ 30A0AR OetbukieyiRApbrts gnrHoman Righis AT 2 ECE
Practices for 2012April 19, 2013;( Oi AT 2ECEOO 7AO0AER O6EAOI Aiq 7EAAOD
$AAOEO ET #0001 Auhdo 3APOAT AAO ¢ch ¢mnpms8

20- AT U 011 EAA I AAGOGAA 1T £ Qéothanh)ABBE Hidtnamese SerkickO AT 1 ¢ Al
- AOAE ¢xh ¢mpon O(IiTNAWEo $iEAQOIER (0ii 11 TEQ AABAODOOAE A'l' T Q
6 EAOT ATl AGA 3AOOEAARh - AOAE ¢th c¢mpon O4EAI 1160 ’
&OAA ' OEA 6EAOT Ai 3AOOEAAh - AOAE ¢coh ¢mpon gé"E 6E
El ¢ Apilsh2013;( Oi AT 2ECEOO 7EOI AOOh O6EAOT Al AOA 071
$AAOEhSG ! BOEI c¢c¢h ¢mnpo

30 Christian SolidarityU 717 O1 AxEAAh O6EAOT Ai g 011 EAA #1 AEI 30EAEA
#EOEOOEAT xEI AEAA ET o011 EAA #0001 Auhd .1 OAT ARAO ¢h
http://dynamic.csw.org.uk/article.asp?t=news&id=1471
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http://witnesshr.blogspot.com/2013/04/vietnamese-police-beat-hmong-church.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+WitnessHumanRights+%28%3Ci%3E%3Cb%3EWitness+Human+Rights%3C%2Fb%3E%3C%2Fi%3E%29
http://dynamic.csw.org.uk/article.asp?t=news&id=1471

in, his ribs and limbswere broken, and his teeth had been knockedut. Police
labeled the death a suicidél

1 In 2007, the governmentrecognized Evangelical Church of Vietham reported that a
Montagnard Christian of the Ede minority groupdied in Phu Yen province after
being detained and beaten by police for not renouncinkis religion.32

1 Another Montagnard, Y Ngo Adrong, 49, died on July 13, 2006, several hours after

AARAET ¢ OOiTTTAA O OEA AEOOOEAO Pil EAA OOAOQE
about international phone calls he had allegedly had with Montagnards abroad
While police claimed that hehangedhimself, the U.S. State Department reported

T A N o~z oz

OEAO OAOOEOAO 11 EEO AT AU OOO®I ¢l U OOCGCAOOA

( O Al ECEOO 0OAAOEAAOY (OEADT REICE ODAXAOAEGELH Oh Od R ¢
6 EAOT Aiho *AT OAOU pch ¢nmmws8

2(O0I Al 2ECEOO 7AO0AER AGMTAQIRASG 2¢AAETGOAGD W, mprgyhd, ¢6rEm w 8
BUS3OAOA $ADPAOOI AT Oh O6EAOQT Ai h #1 01 O0OU86 2APT OO 11 (
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SECTION 2Torture During Interrogation in Pre  -Trial Detention

If the arrested person is to be chargednd tried for a crime, he or she is sent to a priial
detention center (trai tam giam) for investigation. It is here that that political and religious
detainees are subjected to intense, systematic torture and abuse by law enforcement
officials seekingto extract information and coerced confessions from them.

Because political and religious detainees are usually charged with national security crige
they are not eligible to be released on bail. They are usualtgld in isolation, often
incommunicado,for investigation and interrogation. Pre-trial detention can last at least a
year, sometimes more, for political and religious detainees.

Figure 1: Pre-Trial Detention Centers for Political & Religious Detainees

WAAE 1T £ 6EAOT Al &mhnicipatitiehad abiéabt Ank freriAl defention center, with more
in the larger cities and provinces, in addition to temporary detention centers operated by district police.
Pre-trial detention centers where political and religious detainees are heldclude:

IN HO CHI MINH CITY(SAIGON):

B34 MPS Detention Center

237 Nguyen Van Cu Street, District 1

Administered by the Security Investigation Bureau of the Ministry of Public Security, B34 is located
within a one-kilometer square MPS complex that alsoduses the Security Investigation Agency, the
Religious Security Department, the Police Investigation Agency, and the Department of Immigration
Monitoring.

Phan Dang Luu Police Detention Center

No. 4 Phan Dang Luu, Binh Thanh district

Phan Dang Luu Detemndn Center is administered by the Security Investigative Bureau of the Ho Chi Min
City municipal police (Municipal Department of Public Security) at its headquarters on Phan Dang Luu.

Chi Hoa Prison and Police Detention Center

District 10, Ho Chi Minh Cty

Chi Hoa Prison and Police Detention Center is operated by the Ho Chi Minh City Department of Public
Security (municipal police).

IN HANOI

Police Detention Center No. 1 (Tu Liem)

Xuan Phuong commune, Tu Liem District

Detention Center No. 1 is operad by the Municipal Department of Public Security in Tu Liem district of
Hanoi. It is also referred to as Tu Liem Detention Center as well as Hoa Lo, which was its name before
was re-located from central Hanoi to the outskirts of the city. It can holdpto 6,000 detainees.

MPS Detention Center B14 (Thanh Liet)
Thanh Liet commune, Thanh Tri district, Hanoi
B14 Detention Center is located in Thanh Liet commune, about 10 kilometers from central Hanoi.

Provincial Prisons and Police Detention Centers

Dissidents arrested in provinces far from Hanoi oSaigonare often detained in provincial prisons or
police detention centers for pretrial investigation and interrogation, sometimes with the participation of
MPS officials from Hanoi.
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While Vietnameselaw limits pre-OOE AT AAOAT OET 1T & O ET1 OAOOECAOQEI]
offenses to three months (extendable to five months), political and religious detainees

indicted on national security charges can be detained for investigation up to 28 months and

more if the procuracy secures approval for additional periods of detention and

investigation.34

Beatings

Systematic beatingf detaineesduring interrogation are among the most widespread

forms of torture of political and religious detaineesn Vietnam. Between two and five police

officers are usually present during interrogation sessions. The lead interrogator usually

does not carry out the physical abuse or other punishment, which is conducted by the other

officers, usually when the interrogator leavesE A 0T 118 'O T1T A £ Oi AO DPOE
ET OAOOI CAOT O OAAT AA pPi1EOAN OEA 1T OEAOO OOIT A A

Police beat detainees using their hands, fists, and feet; wooden batons, plastic bottles filled
with water, and objects in the room sich as chairs.

Student activist NNT was arrested and jailed after he created a student group and circulated
a petition to advocate for freedom of expression at his university iBaigon3s During two
months in solitary detention at Z30D Prison in Binh ThuarProvince, he was let out of his

cell only for interrogation. He was beaten every timehe said:

G¢KSe g2dZ R YIS YS RNAyYy]l &2l L®R 4 GSN
OldzAaAy3 YS (2 GKNRg dzLlJd hiKSNJ GAYSa
smash myihgers, causing them to bleed. Sometimes they would turn on the

light and make me stare at it.

G¢KS® glyiSR G2 | yr2whohadkpdt még bpiotteSKAY R Y S
LISGABAZ2Y ¢
Lang, a member of the Lach ethnic minority group, was interrogated and beaten by padiin
Lam Dongnumeroustimes after her husband fled to Thailando seek refugee protectionn
late 2011. The police officers asked her where her husband was and what his activities were
with an opposition group hehadjoined. When shewvas unable to provice the answers they
wanted, they kicked her in the leg and stomactShe was 17 years old and pregnant at the
time.

= M

G2 KSy L ¢g2ddR (Sftf GKSY GKFEG L R2 y20 1y2632
Ot FAYSR GKIFG L 1yéé b 6 2 dzli wa¥ jst dimiio | Yy RQa F O A
G2 LINPGSOG Y& KdzaolyR® ¢KSe& alARI W2Ke g2YyC¢

34 Criminal Procedure Code, articles 88, 119, 120, and 12%riminal Procedure Code, No.
19/2003/QH11 of November 26, 2004.

35 Interview with student activist Vien, April 4, 2009.

36 Interview with Vien, April 4, 2009.
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would kick me. The police officers said that if | did not confess where my
husband was and what he was doing, that | would have to take full
responsibility.

& ¢ K $ice bffcers then kicked me in my stomach and | fainted. When | woke
up, | found that they had moved me and locked me in a windowless room with
nothing in it. | saw that | was bleeding from my genitals. | had a fever because |
was bleeding. When | saw bjood, | was very afraid, | thought that | would

lose my child. | started yelling for help.

L GKAYy]1l GKS LRtAOS 6SNB FFNIAR OGKIFG L ¢2dz
so they called my family to take me away. My parenttaw took me to the
hospital,but | did not tell them what happened to me at the police station
0S0FdzaS L s6la GKNBIFIGSYSR GKPFG AT L (G2tR |ye
Another minority woman, Mai, was arrested in 2008 after she helped fellow parishioners in
her village to draft petition s against government confiscation of their land. Police
handcuffed her and took her tahe district police station, where she was interrogated,
accused of treason, and beaten for five days. Before her release, one of the police officers
raped her.

G 9 @ Saptbey Brought me out of the cell to interrogate me. When they led me

into the interrogation room with my hands handcuffed to my back they would

1A01 YS Ay (GKS oF O]l I yRwaddtt YS daddzAR azy
G¢KSe a1SR YS gKe L22BHEYSKSRE SKRSHEf FKaSD
tell the villages to move and get compensation. They told me | was so stupid.

Why do | followthe Catholic religion and not Uncle Ho who gives you food,

freedom.

GL ljdzZr NNBt SR gAGK GKSY® 2 Kanotheplaée2 dz { SSLI F2N
by taking our land, | aske@urcurrentlandis already cultivated, ready for

harvest. You push us deeper into the junglehy not let us alone so we can

support our own livelihood.

GeKSe oSG YS SOSNEB UGAYSdeahgafpsleed y 20 (GKS Ay
uniform who hit me, but the five or six other people who were standing around,

some in uniform, some not.

G2 KSy GKS AYGSNNRIIFG2N 320 Fy3Judea KS g2dz R
me, many at the same time.

G¢KSe g 2 dritiRthelr hoot§, soM&would slap my face, others would

yank my hair. They hit me on my back with a heavy wooden baton or with a

metal rod. They beat me everywhere on my body, including my breasts. They

also kicked me in my groin. | was bruised all over. They shocked me with an

electric baton every time they interrogated me; when they got mad. When |

LI a&dSR 2dzi LQR 6F1S dzZLJ Ay FTYy20KSNJ NR2Y YR

37 Interview with Lang (pseudonym) a member of the Lach ethnic minority group from Lam Dong,
May 24, 2012
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a h tfie finalday one of the interrogtors came to my cell and told me they
were going to release me. He closed the door and raped me. He told me not to
0SSttt lye2yS 2N L 628 R 065 LddzyAaKSR | yR 1Aff
Danh, an ethnic Khmer (Khmer Krom) Christian pastor from Tra Vinh province, was
harassed aml beaten by police on numerous occasions for teaching local people about
Christianity, holding prayer services in his home, and teaching the Khmer language. In
November 2007, 20 police and government officials broke upBaptism ceremony he was
conducting.He and his wife were sent for questioning to the local police station, where they
were beaten so badly that they both needed hospitalization afterwards$ie described what
happened:

G! FOSNI FANRG 6SAy3 AYyUiSNNRIAFGSRand 23 SHTKSNE v
interrogated further, and then beaten. Four or five police officers punched me

in the head with their fists, and when they left, another group of four or five

men came in and punched me more in the head. They hit me from the middle of

my torso up tomy upper body with their hands and fists. They also used their

knees to punch me in the abdomen. | became dazed from the beating, | had

many bruises on my head and body, and my head was swollen.

Gaed oATFTS gla Ftaz oSt GSyabfhed&raid L2t A0S 27
slammed her head against the table five or six times. They then punched her in

the head with their fists. Once the first group was finished, a second group of

officers continued the beating. They punched her in the head, slapped her back

and forth, and ripped her shirt. Her face was swollen and she had many bruises.

Ghy 2dzNJ g+ & K2YS FNRBY (KS LRftAOS 2FFAOS (KL
my wife andmein the road and began beatings. They beat me witla wooden
log,and hitmy wife with a stick two or three times on her arms, resulting in
lacerations and bleeding. | sustained so many forceful blows to my head that my
ears were bleeding, and | am now patrtially deaf. The man who drove me home
that evening was also beaten and he sustdiaebroken arm and injury to his
O2fttFNJo2yS a BStf Fa 20KSNJ Ay2dz2NARSaoé
Tuyet, who was arrested in Cambodiand deported to Vietnambecause of her activities
with a Hoa HaoBuddhist group, described her treatment during interrogation at An Giang
Prison:

GeKSe aflLIISR YS 2y Y@ FIOS Ylye GAYSas I yR
They pulled me by my hair and slammed my head on the cement table. My face
gl & ONHZA &SR | yR éé@fféyz odzi y20 o0f SSRAyYyAdE

38 Interview with Mai (pseudonym), Raleigh North Carolina, December 2, 2L
39 Interview with Khmer Krom pastorDanh (pseudonym), location withheld, December 13, 2012.
40 Interview with Hoa Hao BuddhistTuyet (pseudonym), location withheld, August 4, 2008.
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Vuong, arrested in Cambodia and deported to Vietham becausetoé membership in the
0AT P1 Ad O I(BAB)Hoidof hie tArti® turing his detention in An Giang Prison:

G¢KSe o0fAYRF2f{ RSR YS RdzZNAYy3a AYISNNRIAFGAZ2Y
baton and kicked me in the kidneys with their boots until | waeding inside
and blood was coming out of my mouth. My face was swollen and | could not
walk. When | passed out, they poured water on me. Some days before | was
transferred from the prison they stopped beating me in the face to let the

swelingdiedown. WSy L tSFizX L KIR (2" 65 OF NNASR 2 dz

PAP membemDaowas beaten at least once a week during his 12 months at B34 Detention
Center inSaigon The beatings and interrogation continued upon his transfer back to An
GiangPrison before his trial. There he was shacklednd placed in isolation for nine months
in a moderately-sized cell in order to separate him from other prisoners.

GaL gt a GSNNARofte& o0SIGSY GKSNB® ¢KS L2t AOS
interrogation in my ell. They asked me about my political activitiesould not

walk because of the beatings. They interrogated and beat me once a week,

every week, during the nine months | was there.

aL o1& Ay &aKlFIO1fS&8 un K2dz2NE tduRbuwe= 6SIF NAyY3
2yte tAFG Ye o62Gih2Y dzZLJ GSYPRNINAfteod L O2dz R

Yen a Montagnard (Jarai) Christian activisarrested after participating in a protest in Gia
Lai for religious freedom and land rights, described his treatment at T20, the provincial
police detention centerin Pleiku:

G¢KSe ljdSaiA2ySR YS G Fye GAYSS S$0Sy YARYA

wake ne up, and question me and beat me. They put us in handcuffs when they
took us out for questioning. The handcuffs were like wire, very tight, with our
KFIyR&a dzadzr tfe JUzZFFSR Ay FNRBYy(G 27F dzaoé

Yenremains partially deaf from being repeatedly boxed on both ears

G¢KSe g2df R adlyR FFOAY3 YS yR &K2dziY Why 8§

hands they would box both of my ears at the same time. They would do this

three times, the last time putting extra strong pressure on the ears. Blood came

out of my ears and mgose. | went crazy from this. It was so painful, and also

the builddzLd YIF RS YS @SNEB I FTNIAR YR (SyaSosé
Pham, a Jarachurch leader from Plei Lao, Gia Lai, was arrested in March 2001 after police
raided his village and burned down its church, killing one ifager in the process. During his
interrogation in pre-trial detention at T20, police accused him of being linked to Usased
Montagnard activist Kok Ksor.

G¢KSa G221 YS G2 + RATTSNByd NR2Y (2 Ay

Ksorsoldier youmwa & ONJ ¢gf FNRBY (GKS OStf (2 GKS Ay

41 Interview with PAPmember Vuong (pseudonym) place withheld, April2009.
42 Interview with PAP memberDao (pseudonym), location withheld, August 4, 2008.
43 Interview with Montagnard activist Yen (pseudonym),Charlotte, North Carolina, January 17, 2010
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G2 SFENRY3 2yfteé dzyRSNLI yias L KFER (2 ONJI gf
each way, with my forearms lifted up to balance a piece of wabey placed a
sharp, prickly fruit on my bare back.

& C 2 NJ éeidys tiieKin@rrogated me, | had to crawl this way. My arms were
0f SSRAYy3Id ¢KS +ASiylrYSasS LINRAaz2ySNa al AR
GhyOS Ay (GKS AYyUGSNNRIAFGAZ2Y NR2Y (KSe& KA
their boots.They asked the same questis over and over.
! FGSNI 6SAy3 o6SIHGSy o0& LRtAOS:T GKSy GKS
alrysS ra GK8 L2fA0S KI Ro¢
Writer and democracy activist Tran Khai Thanh Thuy said she was beaten numerous times
during her interrogation at Detention Center No 1 (Hoa Lo) in Hanoi. Because she was
imprisoned on assault charges, and not for a national security crime, she was the only
political or religious prisoner we interviewed who had a lawyer present during her
interrogation. This appeared to do her little @od, however.

ol

GLY 121 [2Z L 6+&a 0SFGSy RdNAY3I AYyGSNNRIF (A

was the one who beat me. He beat me to force me to admit | had caused injury
to others. One time he slapped my face. When my lawyer tried to intervene, T
grabbed meby my collar, lifted me off the floor, and slammed me down on the
chair. This happened often in front of my lawyer.

91 OK GAYS L RSYASR O2YYAlUAYy3 I ONARYSI KSC

me by my collar and shove me against the wall, or slam onencbn the chair.
Hewasvery unhappy with me. | always demanded the presence of a lawyer

when they interrogated me. When | asked for another investigation, T was
dzy KI LILIE YR &afl YYSR YS I NRdzyR | 3 Ay dé

Thuy was also treated roughly during her trial.

62 KEYLINPGSaGSR GKS OSNRAOG GKS& KIy
¢tKS@ $SNB 3F2Ay3a (2 LINRy2dzyOS Yeé &Sy
wSLJzot AO RTFLMRSESH USRI YR aFAR AG I
of the Socialist Republic of Viegtly Q@ ¢ KS O2dzNIi L322 f A0S 3N
handcuffed my hands behind my back, then pulled both hands up to the nape of

Yé ySO1o LG 61a&a SEGNBYStE “LIh AyFdzt & ¢KS LI Ay

44 Interview with Montagnard (Jarai) church leaderPham, North Carolna, September 18, 2008.
45 Interview with Tran Khai Thanh Thuy, Washington, D.C., July 13, 2011.

w4 EA OUET C 1T O EAT AA O AEEtossediberinditided Faeks idobrandonyxk OEOOO AOEC(

OAEAOOAA OF AO OOEA PAOOI 668
47 Interview with Tran Khai Thanh Thuy, Washington, D.C., July 13, 2011.
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Electric Shock

If beatings are unsuccessful in getting a detainee to confemsprovide information, police
regularly use electric shock batons to increase the pressur®nethird of the former
detainees and prisoners we interviewed wereshocked with electricity during interrogation,
with water thrown on them to revive them when they pas®d out. Montagnard Christian
activist Yensaid:

G¢KSe dzaSR St SOGN a
aK201 YS 2y Yeé (ySSax
RSY2yailifir GAzyoQ¢é
Quyenwas arrested in Cambodiaand deported to Vietnamfor his involvementin A O EOA A
6 EAOT Ai 6 coOi O0b I DPT OAA OiHedescdbedatie A0 bf Alécticd A CT OA
shock and other modes of torture during his first three days of interrogation at Tien Giang
provincial prison in Vietham:

2
AY . 2dz dzaASR &

GCANRG GKS& KAG YS gAGK | oldz2y 2y Y& o0l O01d
jaw with their fists and broke my tooth. My face swelled up. Then they used
electric shock. They would charge a battery by winding it up and attach it with a
clip to my toe. They wuld ask a question, then shock me until | was
dzy O2yalOArz2dzad ¢KSy GKS@QR OKIFINHS (KS o6l G
2 KSy L LIl aaSR 2dzi (kKSe GKNBg 61 GiSNI 2y YS
After Quyenwas transferred to B34 Detention Center irSaigon police cortinued to beat
and shockhim:

G¢KSe [[dSaiArAz2ySR YS S@OSNER RlIéx az2vSiaySa is
shockedme. They took my clothes off and jabbed me with the sharp point of an

electric prod that was about one foot long and as wide as my arey Would

press the button on the baton, the light would turn red and blue, and then

0KS2QR aK201 YS Ay Yeé 3SyAaidlta FyR Ay Y& I N
than the battery used [in Tien Giang]. They used it every day.

G¢KS® |faz KAgWhesthey bokel mylifdcksliehlzd Fnyselii

with my arms maybe they hurt their hands, because then they started to use a
baton instead.

G{2YSiAyYySa (KSe& KAG YS 6AGK | YFIEtSG 6AGK |
This was very painful. They hit me wry back. There was less bruising than
when they used a wooden baton, but it was even more painful.

G9OSNE RIFE& G(GKS& KI yROdzZFTSR 1rthis wadNl &

oSKAyﬁ Y
GSNE LI Ay FdzZ = LI NOGAOdzZ I NI & 2y* vyée OKSado !

48 Interview with Montagnard activist Yen (pseudonym) Charlotte, North Carolina, January 17, 2010.

49 Some of the Vietnamese groups based in Cambodia that oppose the Viethamese government have

referred to themselves a0 £AOAA 6 EAOT AT 6 AAOEOEOOOh xEEAE OET O1I A 1
CommunistgroupAAOAA ET OEA 51 EOAA 30A0AO0 1 AA AU . CcOUAT (C
&OAA 6EAOTI Al 68

50 Interview with Quyen (pseudonym) place withheld, August 4, 2008.

51 Interview with Quyen August 4, 2008.
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At B34 Detention Center, PAP memb&®aocOAEA OEAO EAZ EA AEAT 860 Al 1 £
the guards used electric shock on him.
GLT L RARYQUO FIyasgSNE (GKS& dzaSR St SOGUNROAGEd
me until unconscious. They poured water on tnavake me up. | was shocked
gAGK St SOGNROAGE Sy (GAYSa 6AGKAY 2yS &SI N
PAP membenNuongwas also beaten and shocked with electricity during interrogation at
Chi HoaPrison in Saigon
G¢KS® dzaSR St SOGNRO O2NR G2 aByid YS 2y Yeé vy
shocked me with electricity on my genitals. When | passed out, they doused me
gAGK &I G§SNDE
Lang, the ethnic Lach woman from Lam Dong, wahockedwith an electric device by police
I EFEEAAOO AAT AT AET ¢ O ETT x AAT Gl agibites eO OAAT A8 O
an opposition party.
G9OPSNE GAYS G(GKS@& ¢g2dzZA R +Fal YS | ljdzSadAazy o
know, they would shock me with the electric device. | do not remember exactly
how many times | was shocked by this electric devicejtbwas many timeg>*

Submersion in Water

Three of the former prisoners we interviewed described the use of water during their
torture. During interrogation at Z30D Prison in Binh Thuan province, student activis¥ien
was forced to drink soapy water andvasthen hit in the stomach, causing him to throw up.

Kim Muon and Danh Tol, ethnic Khmer Buddhist monks from the Mekong Delta, both had
their heads submerged in water during their interrogation at Soc Trang Prison in 200°P.

Ven.Danh Tol described the use fovater during his torture:

G¢CKSNBE ¢l a I oA3 gL GSNI Gyl LT L RAR y2i
up, submerging my head in the water. They pushed my nose down for four or

five minutes at a time. They did this to me four or five times whilag

i KSRB o¢

The use of water torture was slightly different forVen.Kim Muon.

52 Interview with former PAP member Dao, August 4, 2008.

53 Interview with former PAP memberVuong, April 2009.

54 Interview with Lang (pseudonym), May 24, 2012.

ss+Ef -O01 160 1TAIA EAO Al O AAAT OPAIT 1T AA O+EI -1 AOT S
to the romanization of his name in Khmer, which is his mother tongue.

56 Interview with Khmer Krom Buddhist monk Danh Tol, Washington, D.C., May 13, 2010.
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G{2YSiAyYySa (KSe& GdN}YySR 2FF (GKS fA3IKG FyR OF
room. Two people held my arms on each side and pushed my head down into
the water until I was urg y & O X2 dza ® ¢

The type of torture used on the two monkgauses extreme panic by creating the terrifying
sensation of being asphyxiated or suffocated. Medical professionals and experts on torture
have describedwater torture as akind of slow, controlled drowning, equivalent to a mock
execution or neardeath experience, which causes long lasting mental and physiological
effects on the prisonerz® According to Dr. Allen S. Keller, an expert on torture:

G!'a GKS LINRA2YSNI Il Fa | eath@etvpsté > (G KS (1 SNNP

with all of the physiologic and psychological responses expected, including an

intense stress response, manifested by tachycardia, rapid heartbeat and gasping

for breath. There is a real risk of death from actually drowning or suffaring

heart attack or damage to the lungs from inhalation of water. Long term effects

include panic attacks, depression and PTSD {Pdsf dzY I G A O { GNB&a 5Aaz2NF

Many will relive theseneaR S+ G K SELISNA Sy O0Sa Ay® yAIKGYI NB&
Often the psycholgical effects of water tortures OEA OEAOEI 6 0 ET OAT OA AEAAC
the experience again are greater than the physical effects, which are usually short
lasting 80 (Seepages 45-51 below, regardingpsychological torture.)

Profile: Torture and Ill -Treatment of Buddhist Monks
Buddhist monks Danh Tol and Kim Muon, members of the Khmer Krom ethnic minority
group, were arrested in February 2007 for joining 200 other monks in a fowhour peaceful

57 Interview with Khmer Krom Buddhist monk Kim Muon, Washington, D.C., May 13, 2010.

58 Water has been used in torture techniques for centuries. Much of the recent discussion of the

physical and psychologicaeffects of simulated drowningconcerns the practice ofOx AOAO AT AOAET ¢ f
A OAOI OEAO Al OAOAA ET O xEAAODPOAAA DPOAI EA AEOAT OOC
refers to a technique in which a detainee is strapped to an inclined board while water is poured over

his nose and mouth. Human Rights Watch@A OEAAO x AOAOAT AOAET ¢ AO OA OAA
AEEAAOO 1T £ AAET ¢ EEI T AA AU AOI xT EI C6 ET xEEAE OET Of
AAAA O1T OEI EA AAT EAOGAO EA xEIl OOA&ZI AAOA 1T 0 AOT x1 8¢
GerAOAT 11T AAOOT ' 11 attAIwADIné.ord/nBAN3/EA06/0¢/B5/oger Tt g@diter -
attorney-generatalberto-gonzales See also Allen S. Keller, M.Director of the Bellevue/NYU

Program for Survivors of Torture,testimony before the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence,

O(AAOGET ¢ 11 53 )1 OAOOI CAOGETT o0oil1EAU AT A %@AAOOEOA |
s 000 ' 1T AOET ¢ch 041 OHdfnGrdndPast Junk 06020I3C wELAAOOL 6
59 Allen S. Keller, M.D., Director of the Bellevue/NYU Program for Survivors of Torture, testimony
AAEI OA OEA 3AT AGA 3AT AAO #1111 EOGOAA 11 )1 OAT 1 ECAT AAF

%BAAOOEOA / OAAO p,2OTEHBOO 3APOAETAAD Q41 CHINGAS O , AOOEI
Post June 16, 2013.

0O4EA AAOOA OOAEEAOET ¢ DPOI AOAAshbmarbaMaterGortd@diid Ei | AAEAO/
superseded by the often unbearable fear of repeating the experience. In thigermath, it may lead to

El OOEZEA | Ai 1T OEAO OEAO PAOOEOO ET OEA & Oi T &£ OAAOC
xI 000 OAAOO AOA EIT OE A InterBatiohal ReBiewdifite RédIC@EVAIASD, NQ@T OOOOAT
867, September 2007http://kabul -reconstructions.net/index/gtmo/docs/experiment/battle -

lab/red -cross-psych-torture.pdf
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protest in Soc Trang province over government restrictions oneligious freedoms$! Prior to
their arrest, they wereamong at least 20 Khmer Krom Buddhist monks who wertrcibly
defrocked andexpelledfrom the monkhood.

Forced Defrocking
Government officials, and not just Buddhist authorities, participated in the dcisions to

defrock the monks, with police sealing off pagodas during the defrockings and physically
preventing monks from escaping pagoda arre$g

Forced defrocking conducted with the participation of police and government officiats
rather than by the Buddhist community, as mandatedy the Buddhist monastic code can
constitute interference or limitation of the right to practice religion and religious belief,
according to Human Rights Watck It can betantamount to a punishment imposed without
due process, andvhen conducted violently or in a particularly humiliating way, constitutes
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatmente4

The forced defrockings had clear psychological effects on the monks, who debexd the
process as extremely humiliating. Some were filled with outrage at not being allowed to

OPAAE 10 AAEAT A OEAI OA1 OAO ET A&OiI T Othe& OEAEO b

Buddhist monastic code.

Arrest and Torture

After being defrocked, Kim Mom and Danh Tolnd three other Buddhist monkswere
detained in Soc Trang Prison awaiting triabn charges of causing public disorder under
AOOGEAT A ctuv 1 £ e KNHI0£2003, @l fizeAverd dentehdeditd @ison
terms of two to four years.

61 For more information about the 2007 Buddhis protest and its aftermath, see Human Rights Watch,
/'T OEA - AOCET Od 2ECEOO ! AOOAO 1 manwe®yR1, 009, + ETI AO
http://www.hrw.org/node/79437/section/5# __ftnrefl12

62 The Buddhist monastic code calls for the decision to defrock a monk to be taken by the community
of monks (sanghg, and not government officialsKetya Sou, S. Hean and T. Hdrhe Ordination
Ceremony of Buddhist Monks in Cambodia: Past Bnesent(Phnom Penh: Center for Advanced
Studies, 2005), pp. 158L59; lan Harris,Buddhism Under Pol PgPhnom Penh: Documentation

Center of Cambodia, 2007) ; "Cambodia: Monastic code and due process violated in defrocking and
deportation of a Buddhist mank," Asian Human Rights Commission press release, July 5, 2007.

63 Human Rights WatchQ©n the MarginsJanuary 21, 2009 The Vietnamese government and its
defenders frequently assert that crackdowns on religious believers are not aimed at religious belief
per se, but rather at practices by certain believers that are seen as contrary to the interests of the
State or disruptive of national unity. However, these assertions fundamentally misapprehend the
nature of the internationally recognized right to freedomof religion, which includes not only belief

but also Greedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his

El

6 E

OAT ECEIT 10 AAI EAAZ ET OAAAE EUnigehsal bedlardiontofHliman x T OOEED £

Rights,article 18. See also the sinat language ofarticle 18(1) of the ICCPR, to which Vietham is a
state party.
64 Human Rights WatchQ©n the Margins January 21, 2009
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Before their trial, they were both tortured numerous times during interrogation, in what

they describedaa OOPAAEAT Oi i i A O 01 O6O0A6 ET 31T A 40A]
room were specially constructed, they saidyith rough, spiny mounds inthe wall to smash
DOEOI 1 A0OOGG EAAAO ACAET 008 "1 OE ITTEO OiIT A 1T &£ E

water during interrogation (see above). Prison guards also beat them under their arms and
on their sides with plastic bottles of water, and humiliated ae of the monks by making him
wear underwear on his head and forcing him to eat dog meat, acts that are particularly
offensive to Buddhist monks.

During the investigation period, the monks were detained in isolation cells, shackled by
their ankles to a meal bar, saidVen.Kim Muon, who was 22 at the time:

aL ol a akKFrOlftSR G2 Fy ANRY o0FN Of2asS G2 (KS
only sit up against the wall; sometimes on my haunches.

Ge¢KS 2yfe GAYS (GKS& NBf SI aSmokfeouf NEY (K
F2NIAYUSNNRAF A2y S gKAOK 2F0Sy G221 LI

The Quiet Time of Night
Interrogation sessions usually took place at night, saiden.Danh Tol, who was 26 at the

time:

GC2NJ GKNBS Y2y(iKa G(GKS@& ljdzSadAagsssR yR AyidaSt
week, beating me every time. They did the interrogation very late at night.

G¢KSe LlzZ t SR YS o6& Y& KSIR IyR G4KNBg YS | 3l
head against the wall in the special room for torture, whose walls are rough like

durian skin. It vas made specifically for this purpose.

GeKSe 081G YS dzyGAf L LI 48R 2dzaio ¢KSy (KS2
up. Sometimes they gave me pills or an injection to revive me, but | still felt
6SI% pé

The focus of the interrogationVen.Danh Tol said, wago get him to sign a confession:

G¢KSe aK201SR Yeé (1ySSa ¢gAiGK St SOGNRO ol id2ya
to beat me under the armpits. They had the confession note written, and
gFryaGSR YS (2 NBIR AlGd® L alFAR3S L R2y Qi 1y26>
unconscious. Noonecouldheak i ¢l a GKS 1ljdzASdG dGAYS 2F yA3IK
When he still refused to confess, the prison guards submerged his head in watde¢cribed
above).

On several occasions prison guards madén.Danh Tol take unknown tabletsprior to
interrogation sessions, ostensibly to increase his energy during questioninghey also gave
him pills or injections to revive him after he passed out from beatings.

Ven.Kim Muon described the different way he was tortured during interrogation gssions.

65 Interview with Ven.Danh Tol, Washington, D.C., , May 13, 2010.
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G2 KSy @2dz SYGSNI 6GKS AYyGSNNRIIGAZ2Y NR2Y:S @2d
and chair; windows but they did not open. There were two people in the room.

The one who asked the questions was not the one who beat me. He would call

the others in b beat me.

GOGSNE GAYS L ¢Fa AYyUuSNNR3IFGSR:E GKS& o0SHO v
me under my arms, on both sides. | must raise my arms, or they would hit me in
the face.

G¢KSe avyrakKSR Y& KSFR 3FAyad GKS gltfod ¢KE
with concrete lumps in it, for torture.

a{2YSiAYSa (KS® Lilzi F Nz 2y Yeé KSIR (2 avz

G5dz2NAY 3 Ay idSNNERIF (A 2ngthodskf Scdid nat @odifs®k dza S RA T F SN
They would make me eat dog meat, which as a monk | cannot eat. Or they

would put underwear on my head. They insulted and cursed me, tried to make

YS YIR® ¢KS& a4FAR LQR 0S02YS | Y2yl Ay 2NRS
G! FTAOSNBIFNRasx ¢S KFE@S G2 araldy GKSy O2yFSaarzy
writing was not clear because | washiandcuffs. So they took my hand and

F2NOSR Y% (2 airadyoé

Upon their release from prison, Khmer Krom Buddhist monks
Sakhorn (R), Danh Tol (middle), and Kim Muon (L) resettled
refugees abroagwherethey were reordained as monkms 2010
Prior o their arrests in 2007, all three were forcibly defrocked
expelled from the monkhood, and banished from their pagod

66 Interview with Ven. Kim Muon, Washington, D.C., May 13, 2010.
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Solitary Confinement and Incommunicado Detention
G¢KSe dzasS a2t AlFNE O2yFAYSYSyid G2 O2SNDS (K
their lives are unbearableinimaginableso they have to make a statement or a
confession in order to be set free. This crime is very systematic. This is a
coercive technique. Furthermoréo terrorize me mentally, they would take me
outinthemiddleofi KS yAIK{G F2NI AYyQBSAaGAIAL A2y D¢

T Democracy activist Nguyen Ngoc Quang, who spent 25 months-tnigire
detention at B34 detention center iBaigorf’

All but one of the former political and religious prisoners with whom we spoke werdeld
incommunicado anddenied access to their families and legal representation during the pre
trial investigation period, on the grounds that they were being held for national security
crimes 58 More than half (55 percent)of those we interviewedwere also held in isolation
cells during the initial investigatory part of their detention, which lasied from several weeks
to more than two years$®

Many spend this period of solitary confinement in complete darkness, while others became
sleep deprived because the lights are never turmkoff.70 Some are shackled with leg irons
fastened to a steel bar 24 hours a day for months at a time; others are shackled just at night.

Detainees in isolation are not provided bedding, blankets or mosquito nets but must sleep
on the concrete floors of the cells which are freezing in winter and baking hot in summer.
Meals, which are shoved through a small opening in the door, consist ofgiand vegetables.
During this time, most detainees remain in the clothes in which they were arrested, or are
stripped down to their underwear. A squat toilet or a bucket in the cell serves as a toilet. For
most, the only time they leave these cells durinthe investigation period is when guards

take them out for interrogation. This can happen at any time of day or night.

Student activistVienwas arrested after he organized other students to advocate for
freedom of expression at his university irSaigon’* More than 20 uniformed and
undercover police arrestedVienand 11 other students as they attempted to deliver a
petition to the dean. He was taken to Thu Duc Prison (Z30D), 90 miles easSaigon During
his two months in solitary, Vien, then 23 years old had no contact with his family:

GL KFR y2 ARSIF ¢gKSGKSNI Y@ FlLYAte (ySe¢ oKI
did not visit. If | was a thief, | could have visitors. If [my arrest was] connected to

7O$ AT T AOAAU | AOT AAOGA . COUAT . Ci A 10ATC T &£ "1 TAE gyt
Nguyen Ngoc Quang, Radio Free Asia, September 9, 2009

68 The one exception was Tran Khai Thanh Thuy, who was not held on nat#b security charges.

69 Solitary confinement is defined by the Special Rapporteur on Torture as the physical isolation of

individuals who are confined to their cells for 22 to 24 hours a day.

70 The UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Teatment of Prisonersyule 31, states that punishment

by placing in a dark cell shall be completely prohibéd as punishmentfor disciplinary offences.

71 Interview with student activist Vien, place withheld, April 4, 2009.
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politics, maybe my family was afraid to visibr my familycame butg I & y Q (i
Fftt26SR 2 aSS YSodé
Viendescribed the cramped, dark cell at Z30D Prison, where he whsld in isolation for
two months:

G¢KSNB 61 & 2dza G tShAtvdsadtKThekeRrvAsYho \iitlowdjiisS S LI
one small hole the size of my fist, up Inig here was no light. | was very
56SHT vé
Ven.Danh Tol,one of theKhmer Krom monks arrested in 2007, was held incommunicado
for six months:

Gae FlIYAf@ RAR y20 1y26 6KSNB L ¢l a dzyiAat
detention, | was allowed a familysit for 15 minutes. All they did was cry during
0KS DArairioe

Tuyet, the Hoa Hao Buddhisteported from Cambodiato Vietnam, described her cell in An

GiangPrison:

G¢KS OStf ogrFa GSNEB avrftt FyR @SNE OSNE RI NJ
took all of ny clothes away. | had no clothes at all, no bra or underwear. They
GSNE | NI AR LQR O2YYAl adzi OARSO®
G5dzNAYy3 GKS FANRG Gg2 6SS1a Ay GKFEG OStt L
R2gy YR aixid> odzi y2aG ¢t o¢

61 6AT . CI Ah xET EIT Parthditer @@viAg fron VienarAtd Cambodi E T 1

was arrested in Takeo province and deported to Vietnam. During his first four weeks in

detention, he was held in a cramped, windowless cell in An GiaRgison.

G ¢ KSNB & & jugtBomeé slags Rt2hé top dhe wall. A very bright light

bulb was on 24 hours a dayt affected my eyes. | had no blanket, no mat,

nothing. | was in the same clothes in which | was arrested. | was shackled 24

K2dzNB | RlIé&d ¢KS 2yteé GAYS fikKSe tSdG YS 2dzi
PAP nember Daodescribed thedark cell where he washeld in isolation for one year at B34
in Saigon

72 Interview with Vien, April 4, 2009.

73 Interview with Vien, April 4, 2009.

74 Interview with Ven.Danh Tol Washington, D.C, May 13, 2010. For more information about the

arrests and defrocking of Khmer Krom monks for participating in a peaceful protest in Soc Trang in

2007, see: Human Rights Watcign the Margc T Od, 2ECEOO ! AOOAO 1T £ %OET EA +EI
Delta, January 21, 2009.

75 Interview with Hoa Hao BuddhistTuyet, place withheld, August 4, 2008.

76 Interview with PAP membenVo Van Ngogplace withheld, August 4, 2008.
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LG 61& H o0& Hdp YSUSNAR ol o2dzi ¢ o0& y FSSao
mat, no blanket, no net. It was very cold, and there were many mosquikégs.

body was covered with mosquito bites.

G¢KS OStft gFa GSNEBE RINJP® ¢KSNB gla | atAodSN
under the door. There was no air in the cell. There were no holes or slats in the

walls for air only a small hole in the door whetbe guards pushed the food

through. It got very hot.

a!' G yrA3akid L gla akKkrOltSRe L gta Ay GKEG OSf
Another PAP member)uong, also spent a full year in isolation at B34:

G¢KS OStft gla a2z avikftt L O2egaorrmyy 2 i

side.l had to shit and shower in the cell. There were many mosquitos. Rats

came up from the toilet big rats. | had to beat them off. A small light bulb was
on24hoursadayA i OF dza SR YS LISNX¥Y ySyid SeS LINRof SYas

Quyen aVietnameseactivist arrested in Cambodiaspent ten months in solitary
confinement at B34.

QD
[
<
¢
o
N
-

Ga& OStf &l a ayltfitivdNanyiight whenh tricdl fogleep.S o6 SR
5dzZNAy3a (KS RIFIe GKS OStft ¢gla @SB RENJ® G vy
Tran Thanh Vietwas one of several villagers from Con Dau, Da Nang where held in

isolation in dark cellsat Cam Le district jail for morethan three months after their arrest in
2010.

G¢CKS NB2Y gta y2 o0AIFIASNI GKIyYy GSy aldad NB YSi
was no sunght or fresh airlt was suffocatinglt smelled of rotten thingd. was

locked up in this room for three months and nine days. | became a hollow

frameg

Legal Principles: Solitary Confinement
UN expert bodies and the Special Rapporteur on Tortumaaintain that prohibitions against

torture are violated when authorities confine detainees in harsh and degrading conditions

Al O OEA pOODPI OA 1T £ Al EAEOET ¢ A RHisingBASOET 1T 1T O A
coercive tactics such as intentionally @cing detainees in isolation in order to apply

psychological pressure on theng!

Short-term solitary confinement may be justified asanecessary measurén extreme or
urgent circumstancessuch as extraordinary security concerngprovided that adequate

77 Interview with PAP memberDag, location withheld, August 4, 2008.

78 Interview with PAP membenN/uong, place withheld, April 2009.

79 Interview with democracyactivist Quyen placewithheld, August 4, 2008.

80 Nigel S. RodleyThe Treatment of Prisoners Under International LaxfordUniversity Press, 2009

BLAEA ) OOAT AOI 3O0AOGAI AT O 11 OEA 50A AT A wEEAAOO 1 E
2007 at the International Psychological Trauma Symposium, Istanbul,
http://solitaryconfinement.org/uploads/Istanbul_expert_statement_on_sc.pdf
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safeguards are in place? It should be used only in exceptional circumstances, as a last
resort, for as short a time as possible, and in line with minimum procedural safeguards to
reduce the chances that the use of solitary confinement is not arbitrary or exesives3

Prolonged or indefinite solitary confinement can amount to torture and other acts
prohibited by the ICCPR and the Convention against TortubéStudies have found that
prisoners detained in solitary confinement for more than 10 days routinely suffeserious
mental and physical effects; after 15 days the psychological damage can be irreversible.
Juan E. Mendez, the current UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, has called for an absolute
prohibition on the use of indefinite and prolonged solitary confinenent, in excess of 15
days, noting that

"[e]ven if solitary confinement is applied for short periods of time, it often
causes mental and physical suffering or humiliation, amounting to cruel,

i 2APT OO0 1
#1 O1 AE1 11 471 O0C00OA AT A |/ OEAO #00AT h )T EOI AT T 0O $ACC
Para 75, August 52011, http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/66/268 ; Sharon
Shalev,A Sourcebook on Solitary ConfinemeMannheim Centre for Criminology, London School of
Economics, 2008http://solitaryconfinement.org/sourcebook
B8O04EA ) OOAT ADI 3O0A0AT AT O 11 OEA 50A ATA wEEAAOO 1 A
(O0i AT 2ECEOO 7A0AEh O,1TE #OEOEAAI T U AO 7TEAAOPOAAA
http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/06/18/us ___-look-critically -widespread-use-solitary -

confinementhttp://solitaryconfinement.org/uploads/Istanbul_expert statement_on_sc.pdf

84The UN Special Rapporteur on Torture defines prolonged solitary confinement as any period of
solitary confinement in excess of 15 days. Among the expert groupsaindividuals that have
concludedthat prolonged solitary confinementcan constitute a form of torture or cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatmentare the UN Human Rights Committee, th&JN Committee against Torture, the
current and former UN Special Rapportars on Torture, the Center for Constitutional Rights, the
National Religious Campaign Agast Torture, andthe Inter-American Court of Human RightsUnited
.AGET 10 ' AT AOAT 1 OOAT ATl Uh O)1 OAOEI 2APT OO0 T £ OEA 3¢
47 OOO0OA AT A / OEAO #00OAi h )TEOIAT TO $ACOAAET ¢ 40 '
2011; UN Human Rights Committee, General Comment 20, Al¢i@, Compilation of General

Comments and General Recommendations Adopteg bBluman Rights Treaty BodiedJNDoc.

HRI/GEN/1/Rev.1 at 30 (1994); UN Committee Against Torture, Consideration of reports submitted

by States parties under Article 19 of the Conveion, Conclusions and Recommendations of the

Committee Against Torture, United States of AmericeJN Doc. CAT/C/USA/CO/2 (2006);UN General

Assembly, Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment: Note by the
SecretaryGeneral, UNDoc. A/63/175, July 28, 2008, p. 181.

85 Scott and Gendreau, 1969; The Canadian Medical Journal, 1977; Council of Europe, 1977; Benjamin

and Lux, 1977; European Human Rights Commission, 1978} 1 1 OOOAEAO 1 £ POEOI 1 AOO
detained involuntarily in solitary confinement in regular prison settings for longer than ten days

have demonstrated some negative health effects, and even apologists of the practice agree that
pOiI T T1TCAA DOTEGEOA O 1 EOAOU AT 1 £ET Al KerGreaddBndA OAT OO 1
Bonta, 1984, citedil3 EAOI 1T 3 EAI AOh O! 371 OOAAAITTE 11T 311 EOAQOU +4
Criminology, 2008

2571 EOAA . AOEI 1O ' AT AOAT 1 OOAI Al UR O) 1 OAOE
1 i
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inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, and if the reisgltpain or
sufferings are severe, solitary confinement even amounts to torttfte."

As a form of psychological torture (see belowpages 45-51), prolonged solitary confinement
can be as debilitating as physical forms of torture, causing mental pain asdffering,
trauma, and longlasting posttraumatic effects. The psychological damage caused by
solitary confinement has been well documented, with studies showing brain impairment
and abnormalities in prisoners after a week or more in isolatiof? It has been shown to
cause sleep disturbances, anxiety, panic, rage, loss of control, paranoia, depression,
hallucinations, selfmutilation, difficulties in concentration, and cognitive dysfunctionss

Legal Principles: Incommunicado Detention
The UN Special Rapporie on Torture and his two predecessors have long called for the

elimination of the practice of holding detainees in incommunicado detention. Even

relatively OET OO DPAOET AO T &£ ETATI 1 01T EAAAT AAOAT GET T i
under article 10 of thelCCPR, which calls for states to treat all persons deprived of their

liberty with humanity and with respect for their inherent dignity. 8°

In 2003, the UN Commission on Human Rights found that prolonged incommunicado
detention may facilitate the perpetration of torture and in itself can constitute cruel and
degrading treatment and evea torture. % Detainees are at the greatest risk of being tortured
or subjected to aggressive, arbitrary treatment when they are being held in incommunicado
detention. 91

8411 -EIAORh O5. %w@gbAOO 3AUO 3711 EOCAOU #I11 £E1AI AT O EI
23, 2013.

87 As noted aboveywhile solitary confinement may be warranted by extraordinary security concerns,

provided that proper safeguards are in place, it should not be imposed @ndetaineewho doesnot

pose a risk to other prisoners in order to break his or her will, for the pyvsose of punishment, or to

force a confession# OAEC ( AT AUh OO0- AT OAIOI EDAT EBEABOOBGA G ©BIO OIPIAID
AT 1 EET Kfinfelar@Debnguency Vol. 49, No. 1, Jan. 2003, pp.4¢&6; Stuart Grassian,

O'TTAT O 1T &£ (01 AlTheNew ¥okeMarch F0j2008.1 1 Ah 6

8 OAEC (AT AUh OO- Al ORI EDAT EBADOOBGAG BiCiEIOC Adsd Al

Delinquency Vol. 49, No. 1, Jan. 2003, pp. 249 N ( AOT AT 2AUAOh O4EA x1 00O OA
DOUAEIT 1 1 CE AtArhatiofdl Re0ely OfAHe ReBGros, Vol. 89, No. 867, September 2007.

890* T ET O 30O0AU 11 "i11TAAl O0OOAAOGEAAO ET 2A1 AGEI T O1 32
4A001 OEOIi hde A EITEIT O OOOAU DPOAOGAT OAA o661 OEA 5. (0O Al

Promotion and Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms While Countering Terrorism,
Special Rapporteur on Torture, Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, and the Working Group on
Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances, UNoc.A/HRC/13/42. February 19, 2010.

% The UNSpecial Rapporteur on Torture, the UN Human Rights Committee, and the UN Committee
against Torture havearrived at similar findings regarding prolonged incommunicado detention and
solitary confinement. UN General AssemblyTorture and other cruel, inhumaror degrading treatment
or punishment: note by the Secretax@enera] UNDoc.A/63/175 , July 28, 2008;Commission on

(OI AT 2ECEOO 2A011 00EIT ¢mmo¥XToch 041 OOO0OA AT A 1 OEAC
DOl EOEI AT Oh 6 QHBHRGENergl Bdimeqt 207 44 session, paras. 8, 14, 15, Marth,
2012.

91 Report of the Special Rapporteur on Torture, UN Do&/56/156, July 2001, para. 39(f)
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Prolonged incommunicado detention constitutes arbitrary detention, which violates
international human rights standards binding upon Vietnam, including the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (article 9), the ICCPR (article 9), and the UN Standard
Minimum Rulesfor the Treatment of Prisoners (rule 92).

7EOQOEET 1 AET ¢ ET &£ Of ACETT AAT 60 A PAOOI T80 AOOAO
she is being kept in custody, is also in violation of the UN Body of Principles for the
Protection of all Persons under Any &rm of Detention or Imprisonment?2

Sexual Violence and Humiliation

Several former detainees reported abuses that took place after they were forced to strip
naked, such as guards standing on their legs and arms, attaching plastic bottles filled with
water to their penis, shooting rubber bands at their penis, using electric shock to inflict pain
on the genitals, and conductinglegrading, invasive body searches.

Giao, an Ede man arrested for participating in land rights protests in Dak Lakas subjected

to painful and humiliating abusein Buon Ma Thuot Provincial Prisooy AAT 1 OAT OOA 06
other inmates authorized by prison officials to carry out punitive and debilitating beatings

on him:

GeKSe YIRS YS tl1& R26y yI18Rs aLWBIR &1 3¢ 8a
man stood on my legs. They shot rubber bands at my penis. It was very painful.
W2 K@ R2 @ 2 drellbvd® (aS|aSIRdN Wilk2Ss Y dzOK Y2y Sé R2 &2
GKS '{ (G2 LINRPGSAGKQ ¢KSy GKS& GASR | & GSNJ
rubber and forced me tstand up. They held me up for more than 30
YAy dzf S & dé
Xuan, aMontagnardwho fled to Cambodia to seek asylupwas detained, interrogated and
tortured after being repatriated to Viethamfrom a UNHCR refugee camp i@ambodia in
2008. Among the torture metrods used by police was to force him to walk around without
OPEITEIC¢C ATU xAOAO &EOiI i A xAOAO Ai 6061 A OEAU OE
AopARAOEAT AA MmO i Aho EA OAEAS
Mai, the ethnic Lach landights activist, said that during her detention in LamDong

province in 2008, police beat her everywhere on her body, including on her breasts, and
kicked her in her groin. When she pasd out from being shocked with an electric baton, she

Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rightsterpretation of Torture in the Light of the
Practiceand Jurisprudence of International Bodig2011, p. 10.

92 Principle 16, Body of Principles for the Protection of all Persons under Any Form of Detemior
Imprisonment, Resolution 43/173 adopted by the General Assembly.

93 Interview with Giao (pseudonym) Raleigh North Carolina, December 2, 2012.

% Interview with Xuan (pseudonym)June29, 2012.
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woke up later in another room, with her clothes all wet. Before her release from detention,
one of the police officers raped he#?

Another Lach minority woman, Nhu,was tortured by police in Lam Dong province seeking
information about her nephew, who had fledo Thailand to seek refugee protection. After
one interrogation session in December 2011 at the police station, police shocked her with
an electric baton, causing her to lose consciousness.

G2 KSYy L 66218 dzZlJ L RAR y2i Kha®yand ye Of 2GKSA

bra. | was also wet and realized | had beeenchedwith water. The officers

g NYSR GKIFG AF L RAR y20 FTAYR Yé ySLKSys

than what | suffered on that day.

G2 KSYy L NBUOdZNYy SR K2YS déetutiacr&Ddyy A y 3z L
abdomen, about four inches across, right above my groin and below my navel. |

NEOSAPSR Y2NB GKFy | R21Sy aidAddksSa (Kl

Humiliating Strip Searches
Upon admittance or prior to release from prison, inmates are subject to being strip searched

A

lj

Al O Oi 6¢ci AA T AEAAOOh ET AI OAET ¢ AQGAI ET AOET I

interview with Father Nguyen Van Ly in 2010, former detaine&e Thi Kim Thudescribed
the degradingprocess at Detention Center Nol (Hoa Lo) in Hanagiwhere she was detained
in 2009.

oOfficer Nguyen Thi Lan would demand as she entered the cell: Everyone show

T2N

ao
y

Fff GKIG @2dz 1SSLIP 52y QG YIFE1S YS dzaS (KA a

to take off their clothes and line up facitige walls in the aisle between the two
rows of cement blocks used as sleeping platforms. Then, each inmate, one by
one, had to place both hands on the floor, take off her underpants, and raise
her buttock so that the officer, using only one rough safetyweg| could poke
recklessly into 25 vaginas to search for money or documents. Even the inmates
who are menstruating have to remove the sanitary napkins, bar none. The risk
of contracting and spreading HIV/AIDS is completely ignored, and no one cares

iftheinmatescry2 dzii Ay LI AYy | yR KdzYAt AKUAZ2Y FNRY

Psychological Torture

In addition to physical abuse, police and prison authorities in Vietham subject detainees to
psychological pressure and mental pain and suffering to break them dm or get them to
confess: insulting, cursing, cajoling, threatening, and verbally abusing them during
interrogation. Deliberately harsh or degrading detention conditions, together with solitary
and incommunicado confinement and unpredictably scheduled date-night interrogation

9% Interview with Mai (pseudonym), Raleigh, NorthCarolina, December 2, 2012

9% |nterview with Nhu (pseudonym), location withheld, June 28, 2012.

7& AOEAO . COUAT 6A1T ,U80 EI OAOOEAx xEOE , A 4
O7TEOT AGO .18 1 j1 £AEEAEA] OdyéendveriLy q T £ 00EOI 1
and other Prisoners of Conscience, Vietham: 32 Methods of Torture That Have Been and are
Currently Applied by the Vietnamese Communist Officers on Inmatés Custody Facilities, Detention
Centers, and Prisonén Vietnam-¢ 1t p mh 6 * @01, ¢y AT A puyh
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sessions, also aim to disorient detainees, increase their feelings of powerlessness, and break
down their resistance.

Some of the psychological techniques that police and prison authorities in Vietnam use on
detainees clearly amout to torture. These include isolation, threats, sexual humiliation,
forced medication, stress positions, denial of natural light, water torture, forced
renunciation of faith, denial of religious materials such as bibles, confiscation of personal
journals or poetry written in detention, and erratic scheduling of interrogation sessions.
Detainees have also been subjected to pharmacological manipulation (forced medication)
and compulsory commitment to mental institutions, which are also considered forms of
psychological torture.

7EETI A 6EAOQT Al 8 O @oBefoibilis nighttime ididrrdgAtibrOoOdktainees,

many of the former prisoners and detainees with whom we spoke said that the guards

would pull them out of their cells at any time of day or night tonterrogate them .98 For some

prisoners, all of their interrogation sessions take place late at night. For many others, they

never know when the next session will be.

0311 AOETI AO OEAUBA ET OAOOI CAOA AT Aarkdmedeyi A AO v
fel O 1TEEA EOhVenDIO@B®AT O AAOEOEOO

Because most interrogation sessions involve beatings or intense psychological pressure, not
ETTxETC xEAT OEA TA@GO OAOOEIT xEI1 OAEA bpiI AAA
sense of powerlessness.

Many Christian prisoners have their requests for bibles denied; even for a higirofile

prisoner such as Father Nguyen Van Ly, it took pressure from the United States before he

was allowed to have one. Many Montagnard Protestants told us that prison offats taunted

OEAI AAT OO OEAEO OAITECEI1T AOOEIT ¢ ET OAOOI CAOQEI I
and putting intense pressure on them to recant their faith. Several Montagnards said a

common stress position during interrogation was to be forced totand on one leg, with both

arms held out perpendicular to the body (in the form of a crucifix).

Buddhists also told us of being forced to engage in activities contrary to their faith. Buddhist
monk Kim Muon said prison authorities forced him to eat dog nat, which violates his vows
as a monk, put underwear on his head, and mocked his faith by saying he had only joined
the monkhood in order to become involved in politics.

6 EAOT AT 60 #OEI ET Al 001 AAAOOA #1 AR OOAOAO ET AOOEAI
interrogation at night, except for cases where interrogation cannot be delayed, provided that the

OAAOGI T O OEAOAAEI OA 1 600 AA CimidahPiobedureCCAdeINO.AAA ET OEA i
19/2003/QH11 of November 26, 2004,

9 |nterview with student activist Vien, place withheld, April 4, 2009.
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Many former prisoners said they were not allowed to have pens, paper, or books, with
Communist Party newspapers the only permissible reading material.

Dissident writer Tran Khai Thanh Thuy said that prison authorities confiscated and

destroyed hundreds of poems, articles, and essays she wrote while in detention. In 2007,

guards confiscatedo x ¢ | £ OEA DI Ai 6 OEA EAA xOEOKIAT AOOEI
Detention Center in Hanoi .

G2 KSy GKSe& 02y TAalOliSR mtH 2Frl¥iéed LI2SYa L 61
to kill myself. Under the effect of the pills | threw up and had severe stomach
cramps, but was still ignored by camp guards as if nothing happened.

! FS6 RIeda fFGSNI GKSe OKSO]TSR gAGK GKS AyT
had started eating again. | was very unhappy and distraught over what had
happened.

G¢KS L2 AcAE bldodeBin theSatay thieg oppress innocent peaple

they treat us like animals, or as instruments to make money. In a prison

aAlddza GAzy GKSe Oly 3IAPFS FTNBS NBAYy (2 FyAYlf
While imprisoned at Prison No. 5 in Thanh Hoa province in 2010, prison thorities
AT 1T ZFEOAAOAA OEOAA T1T OAATTEO T £ 4EOQU8O xOEOET ¢O
describing harsh prison conditions appeared on the internet. Later, they confiscated two
more notebooks of her writings the day she was released.

GThey confisated five notebooks of my writings, including 50 poems and many

Saaleéa FyYyR INOIAOEfSa GdKIFG L KFER gNRGGSY |G vy
burned everything. One notebook was a copy of Trede of Kied®* | had copied

it myself and annotated it. | had ped to publish it.

G¢KSe 1YySg L -forvaidwided Naite. T lieWibradekrie from
using a pen but | still wrotd: KS& O2dzZ Ry Qi adtryR YS gAGK Y@
GKS (NXziK® ¢KSeé 61 yGiSR (2SSt AYAYLFGS |t GNI

O4EAU 71 OEAA (AOA g~ —
| FOAEAD®G

Other conditions of detention that aim

to disorient or depress prisoners or
make them anxious and fearful iolude
holding detainees in dark cells, day

and night, or switching on the lights

only at night. At Chi Hoa Prison, PAP |
memberHungsaid, 04 EA  x AT 1 (.ud
cell were painted red to make the
prisoners afraid and unstable. You

v - ~ 5 y
A photograph of police interrogation of Tim Sakhorn in An Gi
from a Vietnamese newspaper published on August 28, 200"

100 Interview with Tran Khai Thanh Thuy, Washington, D.C., July 13, 2011.
101 TheTale of Kieus an epic Viethamese poem written by Nguyen Du (1766820).
102 Interview with Tran Khai Thanh Thuy, Washington, D.C., July 13, 2011.
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cannot control your mind when yau see red all the timed.03

At An Giang Prison, police spent hours pressuring and threatening Khmer Krom monk Tim
Sakhorn to sign a confession stating that he had persuaded farmers to demonstrate about
loss of their farm land.

After his release from prisonVen. Sakhorn described how prison interrogators subjected
him to intense psychological pressure to sign a confession, including threats that he would
die in prison if he did not confess.

G¢KS fSIFR AYGSNNRIAIFIG2N GKNBbns&y SR GKI G AF L
confess, | would get a life sentence and be in jail until | died. He said | would

never see my parents again. If | confessed, | could get amnesty and be released

from prison early, he said. Otherwise, | would be there until | died.

Gl S g y (iceriRessMifat | wad the mastermind behind the land protests,

that | distributed magazines and CDs to people about their rights and organized

them as my puppets to demonstrate about land. | said my own family had lost

land, and that if the authorities diche right thing regarding the land problem

YR NBalLI2yRSR (2 LJS2LX SQa INARSOlIyOSas (KSe
rights or demand their land: this is not illegal.

Gl Aa NBalLkRyasS gla G2 GKNBFGSYy YSY WLT e&2d

zZ 9
hadguns.1yS% L 62dZ R RAS AF L RARYyQl O2y¥Saao
2

GKS@ gNRGS 2dzi F2NJ YSd® ¢KS@ 62N]J SR KIFNR
Later, the authorities videotaped Ven. Sakhorn as he read the confession, for broadcast on
state television.

G ¢ KSe& fde ke carBeraFwith a machine [a teleprompter] in front of me,
hidden from view of the camera. It had a long paper that rolled through,
§howing my comfessionAinA my own clgar handwriting.’They rpade meApractice ) )
ug2z2 2NJ UKNBS UAYSaoppbdedtbelVetnamdsg F SaaAy 3 UKI O L
32 FSNYY¥Sy i oé

Forced Medication

Several former prisoners said that prison authorities made them take unknown pills or

injected them with unknown drugs during pre-trial detention. Often the prisoners were

given no explanation for being forced to take the medication or injection$n some cases the

intent appears to have been to calm down the prisoner or make him or her docile. In other

cases prisoners said they were given medicatioim order to energize them and make them

more talkative during interrogation. These former prisoners said they experienced negative

side effects long after taking the medication. The administration of unknown drugsby

103 Interview with PAP member Hung (pseudonym)ocation withheld, August 4, 2008.
104 Interview with Ven. Tim Sakhorn, Washigton, D.C., May 13, 2010.
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prison guards and police, not medicgbersonnelk remained a source of anxiety for them
long after their release.

Khmer Krom monkTim Sakhornsaid that he was given an unknown injection prior to an
interrogation session in An Giang Prison:

0About four or five months after my arrest they injectade with unknown
medicine. They said they needed to inject me because | was sick. In fact, | only
had a cold.

GThe injection was red colored. It caused me to become numb. | was very afraid
LOR 06S02YS LISNNUIySWIHIRS® Y& NI SHiseSIRAP| S LQR f 23
also caused memory loss, which never fully came Batk.

Another time Ven. Sakhornwas given a pill before an interrogation session:

oMr WiCzame early, before interrogatigmnd gave me a tablet. That night |

0SOIYS @OSNEB aAlO1® LG s1& Fa AF L gla y2a | o
or two later, my whole body was numb, | felt like | wanted to fall. After taking

that pill, I got weaker; | had no energy. | never coetglly regained my energy

afterwardsé'*®

At Soc TrangPrison, Khmer Krom monkDanh Tolsaid he was administered unknown
ET EAAOGETI T O AT A I AAEAAOETT O OAOGAOAI OEIi AO O DO
also given an injection to revive him after he w&s beaten unconscious during questioning.

dWhen they took me for interrogation they would ask me how | felt. If | $d
energ\lhey gave me a greenish blue pill. I had to take it in front of them. It was
supposed to increase my energy during interragat But the pills made me
weaker, and made my mind wande'#®’

A freelance journalist and democracy activist described similar treatment duringgengthy

interrogation sessionsat Kien Giangg AOAT OET 1T # A1 OA @avak®meup 0O CEOAT
the policecod A AT 1T OET OA OEAEOE] OAOOECAOEI T hde EA OAE
Khmer Krom land rights activist Chau Hen was administered unknown injections twice

during his three months of pretrial detention and interrogation in Tri Ton district jail in An

Giang. Each time the injectionseft him unconscious for long periods of time and unable to

speak or to think clearly even when he was consciod8? (For more details regarding Chau

( AT 8 OsedpAgesA5198, below.)

Other political detaineeshave beenadministered unknown injections or tablets after being
involuntarily detained in psychiatric institutions . In 2006, democracy advocate Bui Kim
Thanh was forced to take injections three times a day that left her temporarily paralyzed

105 Interview with Ven. Tim Sakhorn, Washington, D.C., May 13, 2010.
106 Interview with Ven. Tim Sakhorn, Washington, D.C., May 13, 2010.
107 Interview with Danh Tol May 13, 2010.

108 Interview with freelance journalist, June 10, 2013.

109 Interview with Chau Hen, April 17, 2013.
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after being involuntarily committed to Central PsychiatricHospital No. 2 in Bien Hoa(See
below, pages 86-89).

Legal Principles : Psychological Torture
While all forms of torture cause psychological pain, psychological torture has been defined

as the intentional infliction of severe mental pain and sufferingvithout direct physical
violence 110

Though psychological methods of torture do not leave physical marks or visible scars,
psychological torture has been firmly established as a form of torture in international

law111) O EO OEOO 11 O Ae: dddidalesplre baveddudithati £ O1T 0000
psychological torture can cause as much mental distress and traumatic stress as physical
torture.112 Dr. Hernan Reyes, a specialist on the medical aspects of detention, has written:

Gt a2 O0OK2f 23A0If G(rg.NBhdzNdSot Bedminimized Srid@r th&dB I £ G KA
pretext that pain and suffering must be physical in order to be real. Indeed,
some psychological methods on their own constitute torture, such as solitary
O2yFAYSYSyid | yR™at SSLI RSLINAGI A2y dé
Psychological torture ncludes forced stress positions, sensory deprivation, use of drugs and
pharmacological manipulation, confinement to mental hospitals, sensory assault (shouting,
bright lights, loud music, etc.), threats of death or violence to the detainee or his or her
family, mock executions, including water boarding; and other psychologically coercive
tactics involving the threat of, or actual, administration of procedures calculated to
profoundly disrupt the senses or personality.14

wl ]| ACET AT w8 |/ EAAAh O7EAO EO OOUAEIT T T CEAAI 41 00600
Psychological Torture, Center for the Study of Human rights in the Ameds, University of California

at Davis, September 30, 2006.

maeA #1171 OAT OET 1 ACAET OO 41 OOOOA AAEEIT AO O1 OOOO0OA EI
IO O00&ZAOET ch xEAOEAO DEUOEAAI 10 i Al OAiltasthatd ET OAT ¢
torture that leaves no visible scars, marks or physical evidence is nonetheless torture and bears

AT 1T OANOGAT AAO 11 OEA AAOAET AA OEIlAdénbulPidtocoA Manuaidn OAOA OA
the Effectivelnvestigation and Documentation & Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading

4 0OAAOGI AT O 1 OooHcAmPiBiesEidndl TrérMing Series Nd Rev.1, available at
www.ohchr.org/english/about/publications /docs/8revi.pdf 0 AT A ( AOT AT 2AUAOh O4EA
AOA ET OEA 1 ET Ad mténadoka RelieBfAhk Red Criesvol.BD Ad 867,

September 2007.

112 Basoglu, Metin. "Physical And Psychological Torture Have Similar Mental Effeciédical News

Today. MediLexicon, Intl., 12 March 12, 2007,

http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/releases/64611.php

m( AOT AT 2AUAOh O4EA x1 OO0 OAAOO IddhtioiaiRevi@di | ET Ad D
the Red Cras Vol. 89, No. 867, September 2007

114 Physicians for Human RightsBreak themDowh ¢ nmuv N 2AUAOR O4EA x1 00O OAA
September 2007.
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It includes putting detainees in condiions designed to be degrading, humiliating, or
distressing to detainees, such as preventing them from attending to personal hygiene,
confiscating journals or poetry they have written in prison or religious materials such as
bibles or Korans, and deprivinghem of proper toilet and bathing facilities.

Other methods of psychological mistreatment such as verbal abuse, threats, and taunting
which when taken alone may appear insignificarm can have serious cumulative effects
amounting to torture or inhuman and degrading treatment when applied repeatedly or in
combination with other methods over a prolonged period of timel1s

The role of unpredictable and uncontrollable stress in psychological torture, where
detainees have absolutely no control over their situatio and may not even know when
their next interrogation session will take place, together with other methods of
psychological torture, creates a sense of utter vulnerability and powerlessness in the
personiié The overall effects of psychological torture candextremely debilitating,
traumatic, and longlasting.

us2 AUAOh O4EAMOAI @O0 OGBRADET Aho 3ADPOAT AAO ¢mmy
162 AUAORh O4EA x71 000 OAAOO AOA ET OEA 1T ETARS

8
3ADOAI A
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SECTION 3Post-Investigation Abuses of Prisoners

After the initial investigation period ends, the prisoner is usually moved out of solitary
confinement and transferred to a group cell together with ammon criminals. After they are
tried, they are usually transferred to national prisons that have designhated sections for
political and religious prisoners.

Restrictions on Family Contact

While international prison standards call for reasonable efforts tdoe made to place

convicted prisoners near their usual place of residence, often the prisons are locatedg

distances romP OEOT 1 A0OOSE EFORO POI IOET ARIOBO Oforldiy 0ikA AAUO
toCAO Of . Al (A POEOIT EGdHhamO&IArai thirthde@deriwhg E CE1 AT
was imprisoned forfour years118 This means much less contact with family and friends,

who provide not only emotional support butalsofood and medicine that is crucial to

DOEOI 1T AOOG OOOOEOAI EIT bDHDOEOIT 8

Political and religious prisoners may be subjected to numerous prison transfers, usually
without any prior notification to their families. Prison transfers can have a punitive effect,
creating even more distance between the prisoner and his or her family, and breaking up
relationships formed with other prisoners. (Prison authorities usually cease separating
political and religious prisoners from each other after they have been tried and sentenced.)

In March 2012 dissident writer Nguyen Xuan Nghia was transferred froMam HaPrison in

the north to Prison No. 6 in Nghe An, more than 250 miles from his home in Hai Phong. To

visit him each month, his wife, Nguyen Thi Nga, woke at 3 a.m., took a teuad-a-half hour

motorcycle taxi to Hanoi and then a seveihour bus trip to Nghe Ax in order to make it to

OEA DPOEOIT AU ¢ b8i 8 )1 | A0l AdRisomNopémitherx EAT . CE
monthly visit, prison authorities informed her that her husband had been transferred the

day before to An Diem Prison, 280 miles further sah, in Quang Nam provincél®

7EEI A 6EAOT Ai 60 POEOIT OAcCOI AGET 1O POT OEAA OEA
month,120 some political prisoners are denied visitors during their entire imprisonment,
such as the 38 people sentenced to prison in May @0 for alleged involvement with

. COUAT (OO #EATEBO O' 1 OAOTT AT O 1T &£ &O0AA 6EAOT AI

urd" |1 AU 1T £ DPOET AEDPI AO & O OEA DpOi OAAOGEIT 1T /&£ Ail DPAO
Ei DOEOI 11 AT Oho POET AEDPI A ¢nh 2AOTAsserbly,Dec. & 1998 x 0 AAT E
14 A AEOOAT AA &OI I OEAI 60 OEI T ACA ET '"EA , AE O1 . A

miles. Interview with Pham (pseudonym), North Carolina, September 18, 2008.

' EA -ETERO40A OEO OO AEEIE OOEedj 2A0AT CA ACAET 06
http://vietnamhumanrightsdefenders.net/2013/10/15/tra _-thu-tu-chinh-tri/

120 Article 46, Law on Execution of Criminal Judgment®\o. 53/2010/QH12, June 17, 2010.

Torture and Abuse of Political and Religious Prisoners 52


http://vietnamhumanrightsdefenders.net/2013/10/15/tra-thu-tu-chinh-tri/

Denial of visitation rights constitutes a clear violation of international prison standards,

which provide that except in exceptional circumstances and subjecb reasonable

restrictions specified by law, communication with the outside world patrticularly visits by

and communication by family members OOEAT 1 11 0 AA AATEAA &A1 O 110
AAUDS8 o

GFVN member Dinh Quang Hai had no visitors during his 11 ysan prison. In an interview
with Radio Free Asia after his release in mi@010, he stated:

OWe were miserable because they were very strict on visits. Letters and contact
with people on the outside was completely impossible. If a criminal prisoner

met one of us even once, he would be immediately shackled. For this reason we
were entirely cut off from information from outsid&?

International standards provide that prisoners and detained persons have the right to
contact with the outside world, including regular visits and correspondence, particularly
with family members and legal counse}23 In addition, if possible prisoners should be kept

nAAOGAT OET T AZAAEI EOCEAO 10O DPOEOITO O®AAOITAAT U 1

Discipline and Punishment

Beatings and physical abuse often continue in the prisonRather than aiming to extract
information or confessions, often theintention now is to discipline or to retaliate against
political prisoners who have voiced complaints to prison authorities or laked information
to outside sources about prison conditions

Vietnamese law stipulates that prisoners who violate prison regulations or commit illegal
acts are to be disciplined by a) reprimand; b) warning; c) confinement to a disciplinary
room for up to 10 days, where the inmate may have his or her legs shackl&a.

Common disciplinary measuresncludle OAAOAET ¢ POEOI T A0OOG8 AT A OAOQE
family visits, andshackling andplacing them insolitary confinementin dark cells for weeks,

210" 1 AU 1T £ POET AEPI AO &£ O OEA pOiI OAAGETT T &£ All PAO
Ei DOEOT prihchles@s and 19.

122 EA - ERakhds@aticngdnqual ikwg atichinhntth e 2 &! 6 EAOT ATl AGA 3A00
September2¢ mpnn O. COUAT (OO #EATE O AEOdetn&iNewsC PEA 6EA
VNN (and Viet Bao), August 6, 2011.

123 UN Body of Principles, No. 19; UN Standard Minimum Rulfes the Treatment of Prisoners, art.

37.Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention or

Imprisonment (Body of Principles), adopted December 9, 1988, G.A. Res. 43/173, annex, 43 UN GAOR

Supp. (No. 49) at 298, UN Doc. A/43/49 (1988); United &ions Standard Minimum Rules for the

Treatment of Prisoners (Standard Minimum Rules), adopted by the First United Nations Congress on

the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, held at Geneva in 1955, and approved by

the Economic and Social &incil by its resolution 663 C (XXIV) of July 31, 1957, and 2076 (LXII) of

May 13, 1977.

124 UN Body of Principles, No. 20.

125 \With passage of Law No. 53 in 2010, the maximum number of days prisoners can be confined in

disciplinary rooms was reduced from 15 0 10. Law on Execution of Criminal Judgments,d\

53/2010/QH12, June 17, 2010.
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